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Why are trails important
for your community?
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Turning an idea into reality
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ldentify Stakeholders

e Users e Health care providers

e Landowners  Advocates for persons with

e Civic groups disabilities

e Local government e Community leaders
officials  Informal opinion leaders

e Businesses and e Recognized opponents

corporations
Sparkplug(s)
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Gather public input

Develop a map and a plan
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Host B
community
meetings




B
2
2
g

¥4
(%4
O
e
2
z

Consult professionals
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Assemble resources

It’s more than money!
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Volunteer labor
and in-kind donations




UFT-A-TRAIL
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John Hamilton &
Marile Waterstraat
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Adopt A Trall




Getting Started.. . QRGN
Planning Trails
in New York State
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*40-pages, organized by
steps common to most trail
planning and development
projects

*A dozen New York State — =&
case histories




Healthy Tralls, HealthysPeople

L_ittle Ausable River Trail - Peru
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Salmon River Greenway &
Salisbury-Dolgeville Greenway

Pendleton Rail Trail '

North Buffalo-Tonawanda Greenway HudsonHelderberg Trail

Delhi River Walk

Robert Moody Trdil - Gopha

_ _ Chenango River Greenway - Norwich
Freeville-Dryden Trai

Chittenango Creek Walk Long Islaig@ Motergafigray

FET

Riverside Park North — West Harle Grand Loop
Rockaway Beach Branch Greenway - Queens. Network — Nassau

Cou nti
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An update from Healthy Trails, Healthy People

eFunding tips *Program updates
°Legislative Updates eHeard on the Trall

*Trail and Health Resources *Trail Spotlight
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 Newspaper articles  Media coverage
 Website e T-shirts
 Events e Trail signage
 Brochures  Partnerships
 Presentations to e One on one
other organizations conversations
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Landowner Trail Builder
* Privacy loss | » Access rights
* Safety / security « Construction costs

* Trespass / liability  Maintenance costs
o Litter

e lllegal motorized
use



36n Hike-Bike Trall — Analysis of Use, Regional Benefits &
Impact. Schenectady County Planning Department. 1998
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Privacy
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*Only 3% of 372
trails surveyed
across the U.S.
had experienced a
major crime L
The surveyed trails &)
represent 7,000
total miles and 45
million estimated
users

Rail-Trails and Safe Communities, Rails to Trails Conservancy, 1998
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“The trail does not
encourage crime, and in
fact, probably deters
crime since there are
many people, tourists
and local citizens using
the trail for many
activities at various
hours of the day.”

Pat Conlin, Sheriff Green County, WI
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State law

 Holds landowners harmless for trespass related to recreational activities
like hiking and biking (General Obligations Law 9-103)

Homeowners' insurance
* Most policies ensure the right to legal representation in trespass suits
Municipal insurance

 Municipal governments can extend their insurance coverage to
landowners along a trail through additional insureds certificates...usually
done as part of a trail access agreement

e Trails usually have no impact on local government’s general liability
premium
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Give Thanks




Fran’s 7 P’s for Successful
Pk ST Trail Development
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Planning
Public Input
Partnerships

Publicity

Patience
Persistence

Professionalism
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