Maple Traditions Scenic Byway

Regional & Local Histories of the Byway Area
Introduction

This section provides a basic historical overview of the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway region and
the Byway communities located in Lewis County and St. Lawreoca(y.

Towns and villages are addressed in the order they would be experienced by a traveler starting in
Lowville and heading north to Ogdensburg. The locales along the touring loop from Ogdensburg
through Canton and back to Gouverneur are also ingdlude

Lewis County

The area known today as Lewis County was formed on March 28, 1805 by Governor Morgan Lewis
from Oneida County. According to archeological investigation, human occupation in the Black River
Valley extends back at least 10,00@sge In this territory of the Oneida Nation, indigenous
populations found an abundant supply of opportunities for fishing and hunting. The Oneida ceded the
area to New York State by the Treaty of Fort Schuyler in 1788 and was then sold in 1791 atheart of
Macomb Purchase. Settlements were slow to grow until the construction of the Black River Canal
System was completed in 1855 as part of the Rome to Carthage waterway transportation route. A 35
mile stretch, the canal served as a feeder route tortie& Canal System and op:¢
Countryo to trade and commer ce. Comprised of
way to the railroad and automobile.

The first attempt at settlement in thhensely forestedrea was made by é&ch aristocrats fleeing
the French Revolution. The effoffiled when the settlers found they could not tolerate the wilderness
and cold wintersThe French aristocrats were followed by European immigrants from Ireland, France,
Wales, Germany and Switzaénd who were attracted to the abundant supply of natural resources and a
dream of prosperity. They engaged in the primary industries of logging and tanneries through the
18006s. By the | ate 180006s, easyomdoggngandt o w
paper making became important industries to the area. Next, the clearing of forests lands made way
for the planting of crops and the beginning of dairy farms thus launching the agricultural industry
which remains a major economic conttitautoday.

Despite Lewis Codbs | arge expanse of forested
occupied by 4,124 farms in 1875. Currently only about 22 % of the land is utilized for farming.
Today, dairy farming is a primary indagiconcentrated in the Black River Valley with a part of its
production serving the kosher market in New York City. In recent yweseralAmish farmers have
moved into tharea. This religious ordés separate from the lorggtablished Mennonites elsesvh
in the county.

The 20th century Lewis Co continued to maintain a significant industrial sector which included:
furniture made irCastorland, Glenfield andowville from 1905 to 1931; Lowville products included
cardboard boxes, imitation leathbowling pins, and cream cheese. Today, few industries remain.
Wood and other forest products continue to be harvested. Manufacturers included Burrows Paper
Corp, Kraft (cream cheese), Climax (boxes), AMF (bowling pins, flooring), Fibermark (papgtboard
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Otis Technology (gutleaning products), Harrisville Dry Kiln, Viking Cives (snowplows), and
Interface Solutions (gaskets).

The tourism industry in Lewis County began to grow early on as vacationers were attracted to
several of its lakes. Dumnthe 19th century visitors frequented area hotels such as the Fenton House
(1826) at Number FouBrantingham Innthe Lowville Mineral Springs House (1872), and Forest
Home and the Hermitage Hotel at Lake Bonaparte. Winter sports became significaaftesodrorld
War Il. Since the Tug Hill Plateau has the highest annual average snowfall east of the Roickies,
was selected as site for the Snow Ridge Ski Area in 1945 and the Swiss Ski School. Winter recreation
grew throughout the rest of the counytihe 1960s with the rise of snowmobiling. Lewis County
today continues to grow in popularity as a major snowmobile destination.

Over the course of the countyo6s history, res
parti ci pat edtruggle totdéntfy iteed. tMeroamdwomen fought in viarrs.
Revolutionary War of 1812, American Civil War, World Wars, etc. Early women pioneer/s &
travelers forged the way for the suffrage right movement to advance equal rights for women in New
York duringthemid at e 18000s and Bl ack sl aves seeking
Underground Railroad.

Rich in history and intertwined with the 17 towns and 9 incorporated villages, the county continues
to emulate its roots throudbcal events, historic preservation of buildings and monuments, a
continuing agriculturdbased economy, and the promotion of outdoor recreational opportunities.

Town of Lowville

Part of the Black River tract divided on August 11, 1796, when Niclholsacquired property by
drawing lots 2, 7, and 11. Lot 11 which is known today as the Town of Lowville (Lot 2 is known
today as Watertown and Lot # 7 is known today as Adams) was first settled in 1798 by a company
from Westfield, Massachusetts. The towas formed by virtue of an act of the New York State
Legislature on March 14, 1800 and is named after, Nicholas Low, a Revolutionary War Patriot and
prominent businessman. Early French and European settlers were first attracted to the area to begin
dairy farming in the rich soil of the Black River Flats. Construction of the Black River Canal began in
1851 opening up trade corridors to commercial markets thus supporting local Lowville businesses.

The Utica and Black River Railroad reached Lewisi@tyin 1867 and went on tGarthage in
1871. The Lowville an@eaver River Railroad was completedCroghan in 1906 providing much
needed transportation system for the paper mills and farmers. Opportunities for business and industrie
in Lowville flourishedi i.e. the Asbestos Burial Casket Company (18855), J. E. Haberer Furniture
Co. (190531), Paynelones/Pajco (1935; imitation leather for books and US passports), AMF (1957,
bowling pins), Kraft (1965), the largest cream cheese plant in theérgpand Climax (1980;
cardboard boxes). In 2008, Lowville is the site of the county offices, fairgrounds, a general hospital,
and a shopping mall serving the county.

Village of Lowville
Incorporated in 1854, the village is named after thentand early land owner Nicholas Low.

Located in the north central part of the Lewis County, the village serves as home to the County Seat
which was moved from the Town of Martinsburg in March 10, 1864. In 1894, Susan B. Anthony,
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central figure in the sufadge right movement and |Heng advocate for equal rights for women, spoke
to an audience of women and supporters on the history of women suffrage to encourage support for
legislative action at the local Methodist Church. In honor of the 2500 men ®wons ICounty who

served in the Civil War, th&uilford D. Bailey GAR Post #200edicated the Civil War Soldiers and
Sailors Memorial on July 4, 1883, donating it to the citizens of Lewis County. The memorial lists the
service of Joseph Dievendorf, an A&ic American from the Town of Harrisburg, in the 97th New

York Volunteers Regiment, two years before Abraham Lincoln authorized the service of African
Americans.

Town of New Bremen:

The Town of New Bremen was named after the German city of Brememaaniirst settled around
1798. New Bremen was delineated in an 1826 survey of the Towns of Croghan and Watson in 1826
by Charles Dayan. The town received its chartdi8#8 The Hamlet of New Bremen was originally
called Dayansville and is located etwestern part of the town. A restored wgiewered grist mill
stands beside Crystal Creek. The mill is privately owned.

Town of Croghan:

The Town of Croghan was formedin8 4 1 avai l ing itself to the B
wood thus gpporting its primary industries of logging, tanning, and the paper making. Named after
George Croghan, a hero in the War of 1812 recognized for his defense of Fort Stephenson, the town
grew slowly until completion of the Black River Canal, which openadet & commerce markets.
Comprised of rich farmlands, forests and swamps, a small section of the town lies within the
Adirondack Park. The Indian, Oswegatchie, and Beaver Rivers flow through this township with the
Black River bordering part of the towrs with neighboring communities, early settlers were
attracted to the rich farmland and natural resource of the rivers to power mills, factories and industry.
Farming and the production of maple syrup served as the primary industries of yesteryeatiané co
today followed by logging, papermaking and sawmill operations.

Lewis County, and the Croghan area experienced an influx of Anabaptist immigrants of both the
Amish-Mennonite sects fror@ermany and the Alsatian area of France over a twerdy period from
1831 to 1854.The AmishMenonite Churclgrew in the Croghan area later droppihg wordAmish
from its title.

In 1883, Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Simonet was the first woman to graduate from Albany College with a
pharmacology degree. wb years later, in 1885, she graduated from the University of Buffalo with a
degree as a physician and surgeon and registered in Lewis County as one of the first female doctors.
addition, Dr. Simonet served as a county organizer to advance the earisfanovement supporting
equal rights for women.
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Village of Croghan

The Village of Croghan is home of the famous Croghan Bologna, first produced when
The historic Croghan Meat Market founded in 1888 has brought name recogmilhmvmage of
Croghan which is now known as the home of the .
famous ACroghan Bol ogng
residents are drawn to the area for its natural .
beauty. Outdoor recreation enthusiasts still enjoy
traditional pastimes of camping, hunting and
fishing. The tapping of maple trees, one of the °? e 5 W T - 4 3 ; E
areads significant “_,"".ﬂ* 158\t 2al” 19K

1977 to preserve the history and evolution of the
North Ameaican maple syrup industryThe
Railway Historical Society of Northern New York &
(RRSNY) museum is located in the former depot
with a roundtable and Shay Engine on display

Town of Diana

The Town of Diana was formed from the Town of Watson onl g, 1830. It was named after
Di ana, goddess of the hunt, at the request of
landowner, and in his favorite pastime of hunting fancied that Diana herself might covet the region as
her home because o§iample, wild lands.

Village of Harrisville

Harrisville was named after Fosket Harris from Champion. The Oswegatchie River, flowing
through the center of the village, powered a gristmill and sawmill that were built in 1854. In 1859 a
chair factory and the Beach and Dodge Tannery set up business. The Carthage and Adirondack
Railroad came through Harrisville in 1886. The depot for the Harrisville station now serves as the
Town of Diana Historical Museum. The village was home to a paper omti #1905 to 1957.

St. Lawrence County

St. Lawrence County situated on the St. Lawrence River was the scene of some of the first French
explorations. It is considered likely that Samuel Champlain visited the region in his exploration, but it
is cetain that Father Lallemant, a Jesuit priest, landed at what is now Ogdensburg in 1626, naming his
settlement La Gallette.

Around this time, the area was used as hunting grounds by both the Algonquin and Iroquois
Indians. The lands were claimed b tlhoquois confederacy, but only a few Oswegatchie families
made a permanent home here. The Algonquins consisted of the twelve tribes or families: Arapaho,
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Blackfeet, Cheyenne, Chippewa, Kickapoo, Shawnee, Fox, Ottawa, Delaware, Gros Ventres,
Menomineeand Potawatomi. The Iroquotans are known to comprise of four tribes: the Iroquois,
Wyandot, Cherokee and Kiowa. Although the territory of the two nations was divided by the St.
Lawrence River, this boundary made little difference during hunting anddiskason. As a result,
when hunting parties met there was often blood shed.

Generally across the region, the French and English were both eager to secure the help of Native
Americans for several reasons. First of all, indigenous groups prosededty forthenom at i ve s o
newly acquired lands. They were also adept at trapping and hunting, which contributed to the then
profitable fur trade. Throughout this time the English maintained an alliance with the powerful
Iroquois Confederacy. Engligettlements in the Mohawk and Hudson Valley had little contact with
this northern region, while the French used the St. Lawrence River as an important strategic corridor.
Without Iroquois assistance to the English, the French very well may have beesssuicn
maintaining control over this region.

The English became interested in the region through observing French developments, resulting, in
part, in the French and Indian War (17V%463). After the French surrender, the English promptly
improved La Gallette by placing a garrison there and changed the name to Oswegatchie (now
Ogdensburg), the name of the river tributary to the St. Lawrence. The new settlers began timber cuttin
and cleared great areas of land.

Even after the Revoluti@my War, ownership of this region was disputed and few white men had
ventured into parts of Northern New York. While to the north, east and south, the French, English, ant
Dutch had successful settlements, this region was one hundred miles north fdheodte west and
it was considered out of the way to most, except to a few fur traders and the occasional adventurer.
The Jay Treaty of 1794 provided that the British evacuate the frontier posts by 1796 and Albany took
advantage in 1787 by offering feale the township of Louisville, Stockholm, Potsdam Madrid,

Lisbon, Canton, DeKalb, Oswegatchie, Hague and Cambray. Today Hague is Morristown, and
Cambray is Gouverneur. The only part reserved for the Native Americans was a six square mile plot.
At theend of the sale, the fur trader from Detroit, Alexander Macomb, became owner of most of the
tracts.

After experiencing financial difficulties in 1792, Macomb transferred some of his holdings to
Colonel Samuel Ogden, Robert Morris, General Henrg¥and Gouverneur Morris, which were
roughly the four townships of Hague, Cambray, Oswegatchie, and DeKalb. Many property transfers
occurred, but the most significant owner in this region after Macomb became Odgen.

St. Lawrence County was formedaktéh 3, 1802. It was originally part of Clinton County, with the
county seat in Plattsburgh. However, resident concerns over the distance and danger of travelling to
Plattsburgh led to the formation of the new county.

Oswegatchie Trall
The Oswegatie Trail was a widely used foot and canoe trail used by Native Americans that held

great importance to this region. Beginning northward from the Mohawk River to the Black River close
to the present Village of Boonville in Oneida County, then down thei®©flat water stretch of the
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Black River to Carthage in Jefferson County, the route continued overland to the Indian River. The
Indian River could be traveled for quite a stretch to Black Lake and the Oswegatchie River and into the
St. Lawrence Rive There were other Indian trails, but the Oswegatchie Trail was one of the most
commonly used. In fact, the path over land was so well traveled that cuts about a foot wide and deep
were worn into the ground by the passage multitude of Native Americkmwsingle file. Itis

said that conditioned runners could cover the entire distance in two days.

The Plank Road

When roads were first cut through the forests, the trees were laid in the low or swampy places side
by side and covered with dirfhese were called corduroy roads. Later, plank roads were built on the
main arteries of travel. The plank road between Heuvelton and Ogdensburg was completed in 1849 b
the Ogdensburg and Heuvelton Plank Road Company. The Heulstalb Plank Road @npany
organized earlier that same year worked on extensions to intersect the GouGamieur plank road
east of Richville. Tolls were collected from travelers to recoup initial investment and turn a profit.

Steamboat Era

In the 1880éseahrpyud®0006s steamboats began t
history. Flat bottomed, side or stemneeled steamers were constructed to negotiate the three known
shallow spots in the Oswegatchie Rver between Heuvelton and the mouditioLBke. These were
known as Grass, Mammie Legg and Del aneyds Rap
named the OPaul Pryé was built in Heuvelton i
financially unsuccessful, but interegglg was taken either overland or eased around the dam at
Ogdensburg to become a ferry between Ogdensburg and Prescott, located on opposite shores of the
Lawrence River. Ultimately, the fAPauHRréereBryo p
chasseursor Hunter Patriots, using American territory to challenge British occupation of Canada. In
November 1838, the attempted seizure of Prescott led to the five day standoff that has come to be
known as the Battle of the Windmill. As a result, giemeral unpopularity of those on the south side of
river relegated the APaul Pryo to the Black R

RWO Railroad The Hojack Line

The RomeWatertownOgdensburg Railroad was commonly known as the Hojack Linel848,
the line began as the Watertown and Rome Railroad. Built to link Watertown with Rome on the
Syracuse and Utica Railroad, it was one of the original lines to consolidate into the New York Central
in 1853. At the time of this consolidation, the Poisdand Watertown Railroad came into existence.
In, 1861 the two railroads merged to become the Rome, Watertown, and Ogdensburg and a branch lir
from DeKalb Junction to Ogdensburg was laid in 1864. Years of mismanagement and the
consolidation of the raibad had driven the RWO to bankruptcy and earned the railway the new name
of AOl d Rotten Wood and Rusty Rails. o0 RWO wa
and was | ast operational i n the 19 4Mydésandwblide |
deliver and add cars for milk and cheese, and mail.

Although a few folk stories exist regarding the name Hojack, it commonly thought that the name
derived from the engineer of the first train, who was named Jack Welch. WelcHamaeabefore
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becoming an engineer and was more familiar with horses than locomotives. Upon slowing down the
train at stations, he would yell AWhoa Jack! ,

St. Lawrence Seaway

St. Lawrence County is the largest ctyuim the state. It also has the longest frontage on the St.
Lawrence River, which is also the St. Lawrenc
waterway giving access to 15 U.S. and Canadian Ports. Opening June 26, 1959, the extensive syster
of canals and locks is of vital geographic and economic importance to the Great Lakes system,
connecting the lakes to the Atlantic Ocean.

Town of Pitcairn:

The Town of Pitcairn was formed from the Town of Fowler and Edwards in 1836. The lands of
Pitcairn are mainly rough and rocky, but in some of the narrow valleys the land is very productive. The
first clearing in the wilderness of Portaferry was made in 1824 by James Streeter, who brought in his
family the following year. Quite a number of othettkers came in 1828 and made small clearings.

The first saw mill was erected in 1828 on Je
the Carthage and St. Lawrence Railroad, two steam mills, several stores, a hotel, and cheese factorie:
The agriculture of the town consisted mainly of the production of butter and cheese, and the raising of
grain and potatoes. Iron mining operations were carried on for several years at the Hamlet of Jayville
Three posbffices existed in the Hamlet$ Bitcairn, East Pitcairn, and Jayville.

Town of Fowler:

The Town of Fowler was formed from Rossie and Russell in 1815. The irregular topography
consisted of craggy ranges of rock and fertile soil between and along the Oswegatchie River and its
tributaries, Sawyer and Shingle creeks. Sylvia Lake ig
located in the center of town and Chub Lake in the
northeast corner. The Oswegatchie River supported
many manufacturing industries, chiefly pulp and talc e A
mills. SITE OF

FIRST TALC MILL IN UNITED STATES
BUILT IN 1876 BY THE

. AGALITE FIBRE COMPANY
Town of Gouverneur: CAPACITY 8 TONS DAILY
R

STATE cation 4°

The Town ofGouverneur, located in the Southern —~
section of St. Lawrence County, was formally created
April 1810from the Town of OswegatchigOriginally
the area was known as Cambrayt was changed to
Gouverneur in honor of Gouverneur Morris, the
principal lanéwner in the areaAmong his credits, Morris framed the initial Article of the
Confederation in 1781 and penned the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution. He was also the youngest
man, at age 24, to serve in the Continental Congress.

. 3 e . ! ¢ ol t‘,“«',

The Gouverneur ageis especially rich in marble, which has been quarried for years. This marble
has been used in the construction of many buildings throughout St. Lawrence County. Zinc and talc
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mining is also one of the ar@abiggest industries. The terrain, mosthyeleand gently rolling hills, is
great for agriculture and has some rocky hills and limestone ledges.

Village of Gouverneur:

The Village of Gouverneur was founded in 1868. As with the town (see above), the village of was
named for GouverneMorris. Referred to as the "Marble Village" or "Marble City," Gouverneur is
rich with white dolomite marble, which has been quarried and used for marble products and
construction for almost 200 year. The area is also home to the Gouverneur Talc Cameariyhe
worl dos ol dest and | argest talc producers and
production facilities in the U.S. Gouverneur is also the birthplace and headquarters of Kinney Drugs,
Inc. In operation since 1903, the fayndperated retail drugstore still serves northern and central New
York and Vermont.

Thegiant LifeSavers® rolin Gouverneur honors native sedward John NoblePepO-Mint, the
company's first lifesaver flavor, was promoted by Nobler déftepurclased the idea fromsiinventor,
Clarence Cram of Cleveland, Ohio for $2,900 1913. Noble had the hole added to the candy in case a
child might swallow the morsel. The hole in the center would still allow the child to bresgveral
years later, Nolel acquired the Beechnut Chewing Gum Company and merged its products with
LifeSavers®.

Town of De Kalb

The Town of De Kalb was one of the original ten towns of St Lawrence County hamed and laid out
by the New York State Surveyor Generals Office iB7L.7The town was named for Baron De Kalb,
who was a native of the Alsace, Lorraine region. De Kalb was a Masonic brother of General
Lafayetteds. A trained military strategist,
to teach this sKito the Continental officers. He served with great distinction with General Lafayette
in 1777 under General Washington in our Revolutionary War. He was killed in a battle near Camden,
SCin 1780.

In February of 1803, Judge William Cooper of Cexgtown, backed by a group of prominent New
York City financiers purchased the township from Samuel Ogden. Judge Cooper led a grand
procession of 34 settlers from Cooperstown to De Kalb arriving on JUhd8@3. Farms were
cleared along the Oswegatehiear what is today Old De Kalb and Coopers Falls. The first
settlement was known as Williamstown or Coopers Village. k&aelet of De Kallh on next page.)

The topography of the town consists of ridges of limestone, gneiss and marble sdpanatedw
valleys. The Oswegatchie River flows diagonally though the center of the town with Beaver and
Harrison creeks as tributaries

During the early years the Oswegatchie River
income depenred principally on the lumber and the "black salts" manure they generated from farm
field clearrup. Products were shipped down river to Ogdensburg , then on to the Montreal market.
Over time the lands of De Kalb were largely cleared and the agricutiteetsts developed in ratio
with those of neighboring localities.
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Dairying rose to prominence in the town with the rise of the neighborhood cheese factories. Itis
still important today. The opening of the railroad and the establishmédr dtihction with the line
leading to Ogdensburg in 1862 had a permanent effect upon the business interests of the town, drawit
trade largely to the Junction and to Richville. The arrival of the Railroad also led to the development
of significant mining mterests in the town. At various times between 1860 and 1940, iron, sulfur, talc,
marble and pegamatite were all mined in the township. Significant tailing from the Stellaville Sulfur
mine can still be seen today on County Route 17 between De Kalbajuaistt Hermon.

Hamlet of De Kalb

When Williamstown, or Cooperoés Village, was
built upon the edge of the Oswegatchie. The river subsequently flooded in 1804. By 1805, the
settlement had movadp the hill, where Judge Cooper erected a large hotel just east of the current
haml et . The townodés first post office opened
During the war of 1812, 0Ogdensbur giautofteihdndswa s
of the British. The first school in the town was opened here in 1807.

Haml et of Cooperodos Falls

Cooperdos Falls are about six feet high and a
Cooper built a saw mill and gristill here in 1804. In 1864, a stock company built a furnace there, the
ore being obtained in the town of Hermon. Following the Civil War, the mine was abandoned and the
grist mill went into decay.

Hamlet of De Kalb Junction

The Hamlet of D&alb Junction grew up quickly following the completion of the Rome Watertown
and Ogdensburg Railroad in 1862. The Railroad located their woodsheds and a machine shop at the
Junction. Many stores soon opened to take advantage of the farmers comingttogelwvood to
the railroad. At one time as many as 10 trains a day stopped at De Kalb Junction.

Village of Richville:

Salmon Rich and Jonathan Haskins established the first settlement in Richville in 1804. Legend
has it that theydrewsal ed up t he fr oz en Iiadistance of aboutrten Qi p e r
They formed a camp opposite the village site and began a clearing. In April, Haskins built a log house
near the river, and in June, Rich began clearing on the site ofldgevil he first tavern opened in
1807, along with a grist mill and saw mill. The opening of the railroad and Richville Station spurred
considerable growth near the village. An extensive lime kiln was also in operation at the station to
guarry nearby limstone and sand stone.

Town of Oswegatchie:
With the establishment of the French Mission La Presentation in 1748, at what is now the City

Ogdensburg (see below), the TowrnGdwegatchidecame the site of the first white settlement in St.
LawrenceCounty. ®me of the county's earliest pioneers established homes in the Heuvelton area, in
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the vicinity of the Oswegatchie River which winds its way from the Adirondack foothills and gently
flows through Heuvelton on its way to the St. Lawrence Rivet,gix miles away.The town and river

were named for the Oswegatchie Indiamiso had a small encampment near Heuvelton in the late
1700s.The name " Oswegatchie"” is that tribedbds wor

Oswegatchigs one of the four townsiitmally established under the formation of the county in
1802. The township was patented in 1876 ind®mile square parcelsf 640 acres eachnd the
original land titles were to Alexander Macomb, Henry RemaashJohn Taylor.

Village of Heuvelton:

Heuvelton is the only incorporated village in the town of Oswegatchie.vilfhge was originally
called Fordsburgh to honor Nathan Ford, the man who has since become known as the Father of St.
Lawrence County.In the 1820's, New York aristocrdacob Vanden Heuvel purchased the territory
that contained the village and an adjoining land tr&@mnden Heuvel invested in several extensive
improvementsincludingthe construction of mill, marking the first notable economic growth in the
strugglingcommunity The villagename was changed from Fordsburgh to Heumalalanuary 1832
to honor hiscontributions.

Bessie Pickens whose stage hame was Bessie Wwastborn in Heuvelton, and was one of
America's leading opera singers of the 190Bler father owned Pickens Hall,
of which the third floor was used as a local Opera House/Music Hall. This recently restored
buildingis the key historical landmark of the community and now serves as an outlet for-amtgh
products (quilts, furniture, &her goods, etc.). Future plans include an exhibit on Amish life on the
second floor and refurbishment of the performance space on the third floor.

Dairy farming continues as the principal livelihood for most of the Heuvelton &reaearly yees
were followed by a period of improved milk production that supplied several local cheese factories.
Improvements in technology and transportation allowed for cheese and milk to be produced in bulk
and shipped longer distances. The McCadam cheese cpinpgan in Heuvelton. Although that
plant closed in 2002, followed by the 2007 closing of Heritage Cheese, as much aperoety of
the milk produced in St. Lawrence County still goes into cheese production. In the early 1900's,
Heuvelton and the stounding countryside were considered a center for turkey production, attracting
commercial and private buyers.

City of Ogdensburg:

On Sept. 30, 1748 French Mission&mnancois Picquet left Quebec to search for a locatiavhich
to establish awstable outpost for New France atudestablish a mission for the IroquoiSn
November2l1, 1748 Picquet chose a sitsn the peninsula at the confluence of the Oswegatchie and St.
Lawrence Rivergpresemday Ogdensburggnd céled it "La Presentation.'On May 30, 1749 he
returned and started the first white settlement in St. Lawrence Codetjrad much success in
converting the indigenous populations until the onset of the French and Indian War (Seven Years War
17561763) between France and Englangpdting colonial rights over the New World when he was
forced to abandon his outpost. Samuel Ogden became the most significant land owner by 1792, thus
renaming the settlement as Ogdensburg.
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The City of Ogdensbuplge @il tsyo ,knioswnt mes didlhe d/
Located strategically on the St. Lawrence River, it had been chosen as the original county seat in 180!
when the county was created. The county seat was moved to the Village of Cantorihreenyges
later as fear of the British in Canada prompted pioneers to move government operations inland.

Canton Loop

Town of Lisbon

Fort Levi, which was | ocated on Chi mney 1sl a
last large land &ttle of the French and Indian War. The Town of Lisbon was formed on March 6,
1801. An Oswegatchie Indian village was | oca

after the Revolution until around 1806 when the Akwesasne were resetiddthbhecame the St.
Regis Indian Reservation.

Town of Canton

The Town of Canton was organized in 1805 and is home to the Village of Canton and Saint
Lawrence University. Notable town resident J. Edward Rushton, born in 1843, became known around
the world for his cedar canoes.he t ownds name was designated b\
commissioners at a meeting in New York City in 1787 and is believieglitohonor of Canton, China
and related to the Colonial trade routesttwere opened to the Orten

Village of Canton:

The Village of Canton has been one of the §
most significant communities in St. Lawrence
County since the village became the county s¢&#s
in 1825. The courthouse was buitt that year S
andwaslost tofire sixty-five yeas later. e ® HOME OF
Canton ishome toSt. Lawrence University, IV SIEAS WRISHE
established over 150 years ago, in 185&l LS - SILIEELAL
Canton Technical CollegeCanton is also the ' SOV BERER O B
home of the St. Lawrence County Historical 4
AssociationCorning Glass, Kraft Foods, and
numerous shops and smillsinesses. Among
the most notable and historic citizens are formgse®
New York Governor Silas Wright and renownesis
sculptorartist Frederic Remington.

Village of Rennselaer Falls

Although located off the actual Byway, Rennselaer Falls is in thercehthe loop formed by
Routes 812, 68, and 11, and is located at the intersection of County Routes 14 kmsldlSo host to
the Indian Creek Nature Cenrdeone of t he Bywayébés significant r
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The Mllage of Rensselaer Falls was origigatalled Tateville, after Robert Tate, an early surveyor
who had settled in the Cooper Falls arkater, the town wagalled Canton Falls, due tsiproximity
to that already settled towrsteven Van Rensselaer was an early purchaser of large fractsio
country land, and in 1837 he deeded 78,932 acres of it to settlers moving into the Ireg®62, the
US Postal service arrived anecognizedVir. Van Rensselaer by naming this particular hamlet after
him. Early industries were tied to the Ogye¢chieRiver's power: aw mills, grist mills, cheese
making, dairy farms and lumber.
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Local Historians On the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway

Listed alphabetically by town.

Lewis County

Lewis County Historical Society
Lisa Becker, County Historian
7552 South State St.

Lowville, NY 13367

Phone: (315) 378957

Website: www.frontiernet.net/tehs/

Town of Croghan Historian
Jack E. Sweeney

9913 Second Road
Castorland, NY 13620
Phone: (315) 346201

Village of Croghan Historian

Caroline Schneeberger

9762 Main Street
Croghan, NY 13626
Phone: (315) 346950

Town of Diana Historian
Ross Youmg

14457 Wilder Drive
Harrisville, NY 13648
Phone: (315) 542979

Village of Harrisville Historian

Gladys Van Wyck

PO Box 2321
Harrisville, NY 13648
Phone: (315) 542987

Town of Lowville Historian
Charlotte Beagle

5533 Bostwick St.
Lowville, NY 133%7
Phone: (315) 376403
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Village of Lowville Historian
Vacant

5402 Dayan St.

Lowville, NY 13367

(315) 3762834

Town of New Bremen Historian
Fred J. Schneider

8974 VanAmber Road
Castorland, NY 13620

Phone: (315) 378356

St. Lawrence County

St. Lawrence County Historical Association
Trent Trulock, County Historian

Sue Longshore, Deputy County Historian
PO Box 8

3 East Main St.

Canton, NY 13617

Phone: (315) 388133

Website: www.slcha.org

City of Ogdenburg Historian
James F. Boyle

PO Box 26

Brier Hill, NY 13614
Phone: (315) 378924

Town of Canton Historian
Linda Casserly

60 Main Street

Canton, NY 13617
Phone: (315) 386633

Village of Canton Historian
Linda Casserly

60 Main Street

Canton, NY 1367

Phone: (315) 386633

Village of Rensselaer Falls Historian
Mimi Barr

PO Box 18

Rensselaer Falls, NY 13680

Phore: (315) 3446681
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Town of DeKalb Historian
Brian Thompson

68 Streeter Road

DeKalb Junction, NY 13630
Phone: (315) 342178

Village of Richville Historian
Stella Tamblin

PO Box 207

Richville, NY 13681
Phone: (315) 280182

Town of Fowler Historian
Connie Bishop

1499 Co. Rte. 22
Gouverneur, NY 13642
Phone: (315) 282728

Town of Gouverneur Historian
Colin Graves

33 Pooler Street

Gouveneur, NY 13642
Phone: (315) 284684

Village of Gouvernuer Historian
Joe Laurenza

30 Church Street

Gouverneur, NY 13642
Phone: (315) 280570

Town of Lisbon Historian
Nancy Lafaver

PO Box 215

Lisbon, NY 13658
Phone: (315) 393154

Town of Oswegathie Historian
Linda Marshall

PO Box 322

Heuvelton, NY 13654
Phone: (315) 346422

Village of Heuvelton Historian
Linda Marshall

PO Box 322

Heuvelton, NY 13654
Phone: (315) 346422
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Town of Pitcairn Historian

Leland Ryan

346 State Highway 3
Harrisville, NY 13648
Phone: (315) 542255
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Byway Description

The Visitordés Experience

The Maple Traditions Scenic Byway follows the entire length of NYS Route 812 for a
distance of 78.3 miles, beginning in downtown Ldlevat its junction with the Black River
Trail Scenic Byway, and New York State routes 12 and 26.

View from southern terminus starting point in Lowville
(Left). Downtown Lowville (Below).
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Located at t he nusLowvidleisa small wrallvikagerwithtae histotic
Main Street and trekned residential streets with a number of grand historic homes. Lowville is
the Lewis County seat. The walkable downtown features a business district and is home to the
white-cdumned, brick county courthouse. Visible from the western edge of the village is the
Maple Ridge Wind Farm. With 195 towers, the impressive site is the largest wind farm east of
the Mississippi.

American Maple Museum, Croghan,
NY

Heading northdward the Village of
Croghan (10 miles from Lowville),
travelers will observe open, rolling
agricultural lands dotted with dairy
farm® and some Amish farms
bordered by woodland edges. Croghan
is a quiet, compact, and attractive
village located on the Bear River.

S Croghan is home of the American
Maple Museum and reglonal famous food proddic®oghan Candy and Croghan Bologna.
From Croghan to Harrisville, it is apparent that you have left the Black River Valley and are now
skirting the western edge ofdgtAdirondacks. Rolling farmland is replaced by forest lands,
mixed hardwoods and pine reforestation areas.

Maple Weekend Left: visitors ride through a sugar bush on a g&uling sled. Right: A sugar
bush owner explains the process of boiling dawn into maple syrup.
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17 miles north of Croghan, the
Maple Traditions Scenic Byway joins
the Olympic Scenic Byway where
Route 812 intersects Route 3 and they
overlap each other for a short distance
4.4 miles through the Village of
Harrisville. In Harrisville, the two
byways cross the scenic Oswegatchie
River, one of the most photogenic
scenic views along the route.
Harrisvillebs communit
and nature trail perched above the
rocky river rapids is clearly visible and
inviting to travelers.

Left: The Oswegatchie as seen while traveling the byway through Harrisville.

In the 16 miles from Harrisville to Gouverneur, the landscape transitions from dense
forestland back to more open terrain, again dotted with a mixture of Aarisis and modern
farm operations. This area also has a rich mining history (marble, granite, zinc, and talc).
Gouverneur, like many of the rural communities along this byway, has retained many of its
historic buildings and pedestrian friendly
downtown. A in Harrisville, the Oswegatchie
River passes through the center of the village

Approximately 10 miles northeast of
Gouverneur, NY Route 812 heads north agai
departing US Route 11. Over the next 17 mil
on their way to Ogdensburg, travelersl wi !
experience a quiet, rural landscape dotted wi
both Amish and moderday farm operations.
Keep your eyes open, as this segment in
particular has a number of roadside Amish
stands offering vegetables, canned goods, an
craft items for sale. About 6iles outside of : : =
Ogdensburg, the Byway passes through the small Village of Heuvelton home to the restored
Pickens Hall, which serves as a retail outlet for a variety of Aimiatle goods (furniture, quilts,
crafts, jams, etc.). Pickens Hall also specialineproviding goods and supplies sought by the
Amish.

I n Ogdensburg (The AMaple Cityo), the Mapl e
Seaway Trail (a National Scenic Byway) and ends at the foot of the bridge to Canada. Although
the most urban dhe communities on this byway, Ogdensburg retains that-$oveti
atmosphere characteristic of all of the communities along the route. It has a rich military history
(Revolutionary War and War of 1812), is a port city on the St. Lawrence Seaway, antkisch
the Frederick Remington Art Museum. As they pass the Ogdensburg International Airport on
the outskirts of the city, Byway travelers may depart briefly from the main byway route and
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venture straight into and through downtown in order to enjoy ttesseirces. The view of the
mi ghty St . Lawrence River from the waterfront
regardless of the season

After returning to the main Byway route,
travelers can continue on for another 2.5 miles to
28 theend of the Byway and cross the river into
== Canada via the OgdensbtiPgescott
International Bridge. Those seeking and
| alternate return route allowing them to
. experience more of the Nor
traditions should pick up NY Route 68 southeast
toward Carton.

Ogdensburgbs Maple City Trail

Canton Loop:

Historically, the Adirondack North Country Region Scenic Byways are long travel routes
stretching well over 100 miles and include side routes that traverse the changing terrain,
providingaccess to adjoining thematic resourc&le Canton loop is one of those side routes
that contribute significantly to the theme of the main Byway.

The 17mile stretch of Route 68 from Ogdensburg to Canton is dotted with a number of large
farms andollows the Grasse River into downtown Canton. This route also goes past the Indian
Creek Nature Center and the Upper and Lower Lakes Wildlife Management Area.

Canton (the St. Lawrence County seat) sits on the Grasse River and is home to the State
University of New York at Canton and the esteemed St. Lawrence University. Its historic
downtown is also home to Traditional Arts of Upstate New York (TAUNY) afoeprofit
organization withamukt ounty outreach. TAUNY ésoffaksdhet h Cou
opportunity to learn more about the history and present status of traditional arts and crafts in the
region. TAUNY highlights those individuals and groups who have been significant in carrying
on a variety of folk arts and timeless tradisomhile also featuring a variety of locally produced
arts, crafts, and food products for sale. Canton is another pedésamnatly downtown and also
offers pedestrian trails along the riverfront and on its two island parks. Following US 11S for
12.4 mles from Canton brings the traveler back to the main Byway route where it picks up NY
Route 812 back into Gouverneur.
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Summary:

From ae end of the 7&nile Maple Traditions Scenic Byway to the other, travelers will
experience a variety of unique local food prodé@diseir growing practices and preparation
(meats, dairy/cheeses, candies, maple products, baked goods, and produce), éolé ersst
products. More importantly, the opportunities to experience these traditions and products are not
limited to the numerous country stores and museums along the route. These téathtionisg,
logging, cheesenaking, maple syrup harvesting,damore can be experienced firsand from
a people who continue to live close to the land and whom travelers can observe and meet in the
communities along this byway.
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Byway Description: Traditions and the Working Landscape

The Maple SyrupTradition

A sure sign of spring is the sight and smell of the "sugaring” season. Throlughositand
St. Lawrence countiesisitors can see maple syrup being made from sap gathered from New
York's official tree- the Sugar MapleVisitors can sea traditional wood burning sugar house, a
state of the art reverse osmosis o fired operation. And, while you're here, a culinary
delight you don't want to miss is the pancake breakfasts sponsored by local church and civic
organizations. Not only Wiyou be served delicious pancakes smothered in fresh syrup, you will
be part of the spring tradition in the North Country.

New York State ranks #3 in the nation for maple syrup production with more than a third of
the state's syrup coming from Sawrence, Lewis, andeighboringlefferson countiegLewis
County is New York Stateds | argest producer
Lawrence Counties boast over 250 maple producers with well over 400,000 taps among them.

No matte where you travel along the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway, visgbmild see a
sugar bush or sugarhouse at some point, and should certainlynisd seeing some blue or
black tbing or buckets along the wayf lucky enough to travel this road during geyaring
seasonwhich usually starts in early sprirad last for six to eight weeks, travelanfl have the
opportunity to see steam rising from sugarhouses and smell the sweet smell of maple syrup.

A rich agricultural history can be foundtimer e g i Maplélsdustry. Theregionsees syrup
as the first ATrue Cr o pefeotdis &ipLriignug ocdNwaBesdusdnba n y
sugarbushes demonstrate a long family tradition of being involved in tapping trees and producing
syrup. Many hare been sugaring for several generations and it is typical to see the entire family
helping out in the sugarbush, from the grandparents or evergyegatparents to the
grandchildren.Most syrup is sold directly to the consumer in pint, quart, and getlotainers
as well as candies and maple cream. Syrup can be used as a topping for pancakes, waffles, ice
cream, cereals, and used in cooking and baking breads, meats, and vegetables to name a few.

Technology has provided improved sap collectionlawiting equipment and ntigods over
those of yesteryear. dwever, the production process remains unchangétiough very labor
intensive, sugaring provides an opportunity for the entire family to work together to produce this
pure golden syrup. Observitige tapping of the trees, gathering of the sap, and boiling and
bottling of the finished syrup will give you an appreciation for why the process involves the
whole family.

Stopping in at the American Maple Museum in Croghariown steeped in maple
characted will allow visitors to learn about the entire process of tappimgeatt bottling the
syrup. There you can review the historynmdiple processing through the years from the Native
American to modern day processing and take home some syrugon@hle goodies with you.
You might want to try to catch a pancake breakfast at the Museum which serves up all local
foods on Maple Weekend held annually towards the end of March where you can sample a
variety of maple products such as maple sugar caked,candy, cotton candy, jack wax, and
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taffy to name a few. Visitors can walk through operating sugarhouses to see sap being boiled
down to syrup in a evaporator, watch sap being collected with tractors or horse drawn sleds, walk

through the woods aneke sap dripping from a tap into a bucket or going along tubing to a
collection container. These guided tours are informative and usually you can taste warm maple
syrup at the end.

Given the abundance of maple trees in this region, the maple th@nevalent in other ways

along this scenic byway. The word fAmapl eo
(from wind farms to auto dealers).
Ogdensburg is known

and its Maple City Trail is a key recreationg
resource alonthe St. Lawrence River

waterfront. The northern terminus of the
byway also happens to be at the foot of theliii
International Bridge into Canada, which
utilizes the maple leaf as its national

emblem.
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Byway Description: Traditions and the Working Landscape
Traditional Arts & Folklife

The traditions theme of the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway captures not only the tradition of
collecting sap and producing maple syrup, but also highlights a number of other traditional
activities: @riculture, the Amish lifestyle, and the production of a variety of food and craft
products from local agricultural and forest resources. Less apparent to the outside visitor, but
equally important to the byway experience, is an appreciation of thogetradhat are
essential components of the rural lifestyle, social fabric, and heritage of the North Country. This
richness of tradition is best expressed through the following overview of the Traditional Arts of
Upstate New Yor k ( T AteNnd)growth igdidrdtivedalsundance o these
traditions in the first place, and because of its own success in serving to preserve and highlight
these traditions for others to appreciate and enjoy.

TAUNY: 20 Years and Growing

Celebratingthecustos and creativity of everyday |ife |
Traditional Arts in Upstate New YorkTAUNY T -describes its mission as it goes about
documenting and presenting the rich variety of folklife and folk arts of the vast region of New
York commonly known as the North Country. Long before the age of electronics and space
exploration, residents of the region told stories and sang songs about local life. They marked the
passing of time with celebrations and crafted objects for their own usetl@vyears people
from many parts of the world settled in the region and contributed to the mosaic of local cultural
expressions. Through memory, mastery, and legacy, they and their children helped to shape the
North Country way of life.

For morethan 20 years the nonprofit organization has been gathering and telling the stories of
the people, places, and events tratthe North Country. In a time when rural Amefieand
our regiofi-faces many changes and challenges, TAUNY shines a light ceshgualities of
life here. We observe continuity and change in some traditions, over time the gradual
disappearance of others, and the emergence of new traditions as time goes on. TAUNY creates a
record of life as it has been and is fiefer individuals, families, and communitiesand
preserves it for generations to come. As others work to save our natural environment, TAUNY
encourage the conservation of the local way of life, thereby safeguarding local knowledge and
local color in the North Country.

TAUNY identifies and documents individuals and groups from the region that reaches from
the St. Lawrence River valley to Lake Champlain, through the Adirondack Mountains to the
Mohawk River. It seeks to record people whose knowledge and experiercecerything
from telling tall tales and playing old fiddle tunes for dancing, to building Adirondack
guideboats, weaving ash splint baskets, or stitching fancy show quilts. TAUNY maintains a
growing archive of tape and video recordings, photographkisslates, which it makes available
to students, journalists, and other researchers. In early 2008, TAUNY purchased and moved
into a Victorian building in Cantonds histor.i
variety store, to develop a regal cultural heritage center. For those unable to visit TAUNY in
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Canton, its two websitésvww.tauny.org andwww.northcountryfolklore.org i -offer detailed
i nformation about th nt s,
activities, programs, and research.

Regularlyod i spl ay i n TAF
home are an Orientation Exhibit, which o P ; a
describes folk arts and local of the region -- 1 = b Apgl
what TAUNY does, and the North Country = s
Wall of Fame, which includes portraits and
essays of IplsNdrth@euntfy i
Heritage Award rapients. Every year
TAUNY also mounts two or three temporaryl‘ iy
exhibits. Over the years these have include S
topics as diverse as Adirondack woodcrafts, le. ey
songbird carvings, log cabin quilts, St. :
Lawrence River decoys, homesteader
architecture and gingerbrehduses. Exhibits sometimes travel to local schools, libraries, and
other public sites, and programming is often developed to complement the exhibits.

TAUNYOG6s North Country Fol kstore is an outl et
regon. It features Mohawk sweetgrass baskets; Old Order Amish quilts and furnishing; wood
carvings; honey, jams, and jellies; maple products; balsam wreaths in season; recordings and
books about regional subjects; and much more. Artists whose productsatared in the
Folkstore offer demonstrations and workshops to share their expertise; these have included soap
making, rug hooking, wooden paddle painting, woodcarving, and more.

A standout program on TAUNYOs aumtryuegdndsc al enda
(its 16" year in 2008). TAUNY instituted the North Country Heritage Awards program to
recognize individuals, families, and community groups who have mastered and maintained
traditions indigenous to the North Country and have demonstratedng commitment to
passing them along to future generations. Since that time, awards have been presented to such
special people as St. Lawrence River decoy maker William Massey, the Akwesasne basket
makers, the Fraser Family of Celtic musicians, anddkdiack storyteller Bill Smith. The
awards are presented each fall at the annual Salute, recipients are honored in the Wall of Fame
gall ery, and many are featured in TAUNYOs rad
Public Radio.

TAUNY recenty launched its Register of Very Special Places, which documents and
celebrates cultural landmarks around the region. Recognizing that there are places in North
Country communities that are very important to local people, many of which have been around
for some time and would be sorely missed if they were suddenly gone, TAUNY developed this
program to encourage historians and others to identify and document such places. These might
include corner barbershops, fire stations, a local watering hole, ainltiveater, general stores,
hockey rinks, local diners, ethnic churches, roadside attractions, Grange halls, hunting clubs, and
other such places that are and have been important in the life of the community. All of the
l andmar ks in TAUNWOSI tRedd serert tanRWEP Aiwebsite
www.northcountryfolklore.org/rvsp .
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The i mportance of TAUNY®Gs work in North Coun
about how much change can happen in one lifetime and how much is lost of a culture from one
gereration to the next. During this period of economic uncertainty, with society in transition in
our nation and around our region, it is vital to keep a clear focus on the strengths that help define
our communities. Showcasing the customs and traditioagrategion can remind our
neighbors and visitors all over northern New York of all that we have to be proud of in our past
and our presentand of the importance of preserving those proud traditions for the future.

As the late folklorist Vaughn Wdr put it wupon hearing of the d
Dicko Richards, a country music pioneer from
subject of TAUNYndysMen oftbecAditondackshit Whén someone | il
dies, itoébbulrnkegatbibhaerground. o t is TAUNY

I
Countrydéds stories dondét get | ost in the fire.
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Byway Description: Traditions and the Working Landscape
Amish in the North Country

Copied with permission frothe St. Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce Website

g S R S . —,
sent day historic bridge over
the Oswegatchie River.

Driving the back roads of éhNorth Country, one is likely to encounter the hais®vn black
buggies of the Amish residents, or pass by any number of Amish roadside stands selling farm
goods or craft products.

The Old Order Amish, descendants of the radical Anabaptist Reformfitst came to the
St. Lawrence County area in 1974 in search of available farmland. St. Lawrence County is now
home to three Amish communities. In the Norfolk area one finds, for the most part, descendants
of the Swiss Amish who settled the Allen Couarea of Indiana. In the Heuvelt@epeyester
areas are Amish whose ancestors were among the early settlers of Ohio. The Old Order Amish
in Lewis County began arriving in the early 1990s, predominantly from Maryland.

These communities illustralow diverse the Amish are in the

- 21st century, for they differ in a variety of ways, including the

. German dialect they speak at home, the style of clothing they wear,
the approved haircut for boys, and the type of buggy they drive.

The church is a#ral to all Amish communities. For the Amish,
strength of the community, guided by the wisdom of the church, is
the key to a life worthy of salvation.

Amish life is rooted in agriculture, but one finds a variety of
cottage manufacturing and retaitiustries helping to supplement
the income from the family farm. A drive through the County's back
roads will likely lead one to the Amish farm stands offering for sale
maple syrup, fresh produce, baked goods, faade quilts,
baskets, and aprorBhe Amish welcome you to stop but ask that
you refrain from taking their pictures, as that violates their religious beliefs(Note that the
Amish photographs throughout this document do not include-clesén which you can make
out the details of individual &s.) Also be aware the Amish do no business on Sundays.
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Pickens General Store, in Heuvelton, offers a huge variety of Amish made products including
furniture, baskets, and quilts. Byway travelers will also note the presenceecdlgeadside
stands offering handrafted items, produce, jams and jellies, and/or baked goods.
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Byway Description: Traditions and the Working Landscape

Rock Hound's Delight: Mining Country
(From the St. Lawrence Co. Chamber of Commerce Website)

St. Lawrence County is mining countrifor nearly 200 years it has supplied New York State
with abundant raw materials that include iron, zinc, talc, Wollastonite, limestoneudlding
stone of sandstone and marbléhe back roads once were dotted with active mines and quarries
whose remains still appear in the landscapiee fine homes and commercial buildings still
standing in some tiny villages are an expression of @Vanished source of local wealth.

Thec o u ndrygtdlise bedrock has yielded a hostjahlity mineralssome rare, but most
of common rock forming silicate and sulfide minerals that have unusual color, size and crystal
shapes.Specimens fofeldspar, diopside, tremolite, tourmaline, spinel, galena, sphalerite, pyrite,
millerite, magnetite, fluorite, and many others, reside in displagsadsnuseums throughout
the world. An extensive mineral collection can be seen at the Gouverneur Museum

The abundance and variety of minerals are chiefly due to the presence of ancient crystalline
rocks. The wedge shaped county opens northwest toward the St. Lawrence River and a thin
covering of sedimentary rock3.he southern and northwestemriions are underlain by
crystalline, igneous and metamorphic rocks of Precambrianfagyeexample, the exposed gray
granites along State Highway 11 between Antwerp and Gouverneur have ulaailages of
1.2 billion years.The cream colored marbledrinded by the granites are even old€hese
crystaline rocks are evident throughout the county, and visitors may want a geology guidebook.
The rocks are part of the mineral rich Canadian Shield and the Grenville Province which extends
from Labrador to guthwestern OntarioThe province extends into New York State in the
Thousand Islands and includes the Adirondack Mountains.

Mineral production began with the settlement in the early 19th century and the search for iron
and lead oresRefinedmineral products were sorely needed in isolated frontier communities.
Furnace construction was underway in Rossie in 1813 on land owned by David Baris388,
the county had at least 8 iron furnaces, 7 foundries, 3 lead mines, 4 marble mills ante8.qua
Quarries near Potsdam and Hopkinton supplied blocks of red Potsdam sandstone for lining the
furnaces and for building local homes, businesses, churches and schools.

In 1836, New York State established a Geological and Natural Histovg\ySuExplorations
by Rensselaer and Rutgers trained geologists helped publicize the rich mineral potential of the
Adirondack region. Galena (lead sulfide) was mined near Black Lake. Pyrite (fool's gold) south
of Canton provided sulphur and sulphuric doidthe paper industry. The first talc mine in the
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United States opened in 1878 on a farm near Talcville. Gouverneur became known as "Marble
City," thanks to buildings of cream colored marble from local quarries. Beginning in the 1940's
but nav closed, Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation operated a very large, open pit iron mine
near Star Lake.
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ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

New York State Scenic Byway Funding History

For over fifteen years, Federal and State transportatioarddibve funded programs in New
York to promote tourism, improve traveler and community services, and establish facilities that
encourage local visitation and spending. Scenic Byway program funding is provided through
the Federal Highway Administratiori the United State Department of Transportation. Scenic
Byway programs show a steady record of supporting economic and community development
with ongoing funding for projects along byway routes. Over the years, New York State has
benefited from the Depamte nt of Transportationds successful
grant funding. From 1992 to 2007 the New York State Scenic Byway Program has received a
total of $14,086,245 in Federal dollars from the Federal Highway Administration benefiting
Byway communities throughout the State.

Economic Benefits of the Scenic Byway Program

With only a few major employers in its three significant population centers (Lowville,
Canton, and Ogdensburg), the rural economy of the communities along the Naptois
Scenic Byway is based largely on agriculture, small scale business establishments; and self
employment. Businesses in the smaller communities survive because of their ability to serve the
local population and by capturing tourist spending.

Current market trends show that heritage travel is one of the fastest growing sectors of the
tourism industry. Effectively developing and promoting the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway
experience has great potential to capitalize on these trends andulatgtigreater economic
activity intheregionThe Feder al Hi ghway Administrationés
described economic benefits. AStudies sugges
visitors to rural communities by up to 20 perceasulting in billions more dollars and teak
thousand of jobs nationwide. Those same studies have found that the typical visitor spends
bet ween $100 and $200 per trip.o |l ndi vi dual
Planning are poised t@pitalize on the visitor attraction potential of the Byway route as a ribbon
of interconnected destinations.

Economic & Community Development Goals

The goals identified in the Implementation Plan for the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway
include:

1. Strergthen and diversify the agricultural economy by creating opportunities for local
businesses and producers to expand their markets and increase revenues;

2. Strengthen and diversify the craft products industry by creating opportunities for local
businesses amatoducers to expand their markets and increase revenues;

3. Support business activity that addresses gaps in goods or services for visitors and
residents;

4. Revitalize and focus growth and development in central business districts through Main
Street revitaliation planning and programs;
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5. Preserve the rural and historic character of byway communities to maintain appeal in
drawing todayods travelers and tourism doll
6. Promote the tourism industry as an economic stimulus to the region.

Expanding market opportunities for local food and artisan products

Market trends show that the general public is demonstrating greater interest in knowing the

sourceof their food products and home goddsiore so than whether it is considered organic.
Wehae al so moved into what is termed the fexpe
for products is greatly impacted by their experience with the product. Certainly, increasing
tourist activity alone would bring more
outside dollars into the region. Hewer, a

ROGHAN positivevisitor experience could stimulate
\f\Llef\ greater Abrand recognitio
" AT MARKET | produced food and artisan products which

campal characterize this byway. This could result in

a demand for increased production and the
opportunity to increase s through mail
order or internet based sales. In turn, this
| could result in the development of
complementary business services for the
packaging/bottling or distribution of these
goods.

The counties of Lewis and St. Lawrence are already panedfiorth Country Regional
Foods Initiative lttp://www.nnyagdev.org/ncitiome.htm which involves the Cornell
Cooperative Extension offices in each oyf the
and Rural Development Institute, the Adirondack North Country Association (ANCA), and local
economic development organizations. The scenic byway could provide a theme based focus to
this effort which could yield sptoff benefits to the larger region.

Likewise in the crafts industry, ANCA has been SR T L A
providing support infrastructure and business traiding SO
similar to the successfilandmade In Americaeffort in
the Blue Ridge Mountain
combined with that of Traditional Artd bJpstate New
York (TAUNY) in highlighting North Country crafts and |
folk arts could be brought to bear in order to provide
support infrastructure to this industry.

exper

In the case of both the food and crafts/art industries,”
the opportunity to capitalizen themebased byway
promotions can help to generate local community .
excitement and initiative to promote and support these AL
sectors of the local economy. The effort is likely to
generate creative entrepreneurship initiatives among the producers thenasetvey work to
capitalize on the opportunity.
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Opportunities for Agrtourism include the promotion of educational and experiential tours of
dairy (cow and goat), livestock (beef, sheep, goat, pig, lamb), and produce/flower/herb farms.
The annuaMaple Weekend and tours of maple sugaring operations are also a key component of
t he r e g-iowismirglustayg The St. Lawrence County and Lewis County Chambers of
Commerce have lists of those various farm operations that are open to public tours.

Stimulating Community Development

One of the key advantages of the scenic byway program is that it links smaller rural
communities via a common theme. Collectively, they become more attractive as a package
experience, thereby drawing morsitars than they would otherwise attract individually.
Increasing tourist traffic is likely to stimulate greater interest in Main Street revitalization and
historic preservation as local officials recognize the potential return on investment by attracting
visitors to stop in their communities. To support the growth of niche businesses or lodging
establishments (new or existing) will require the installation or upgrading of public utilities,
which can make additional business development possible.

Advances in telecommunications and wedsed technologies make it possible for knowledge
and information workers and creative entrepreneurs to live anywhere. By highlighting local
guality-of-life assetd and enhancing them through revitalization proj@digway communities
may attract new residents to their commundié®. talend who may establish new businesses
that contribute to the regionbés economic heal
availability of such infrastructure be consid#re any planning efforts.

Success in these efforts will necessitate that communities begin with strategic and/or
comprehensive planning. In essence, Byway communities must ask themselves the question,
AWhat do we want to kept darmerredw do we intend

A local plan helps a community prioritize projects and guides deemaiing as it related to
the allocation of limited resources in order to achieve those priorities. Communities that have
completed a planning process are also bptisitioned to compete for various grant programs
that might fund the implementation of certain projects identified in their gkor. specific

examples, see NANRel ated Pr ogr anmm4thfutlPevisipnanct s , Pl
hand, communitiesan more rationally debate the adoption of zoning and enforcement
strategiegd not f or zoningds sake, but with an eye t

which the community can preserve what is important to its residents while also working toward
the desired future of its residents.

Strengthening local capacity in both the public and private sectors

Given their limited resources, many of the byway communities will need assistance from their
county and regional planning and economic devalenqt agencies in preparing their plans for
the future and developing the strategies to implement those plans. These agerciiss (
below)are also familiar with the variety of funding programs that might fund certain
implementation strategies, and yreven be able to assist local officials and community
organizations in writing grant applications.
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Training and technical assistance to the private sector will be equally
important. Training for tourist service businesses (lodging establishments,
dining establishments) can focus on strategies for promoting and packaging their
businesses, developing additional vaauleled services, and enhancing the

ARG visitor experience. Developing targeted technical and financial assistance
ADIRONDACK . . . . .
heankesmngid programs could help suchisinesses with property improvements and improving

their use of technology in promotion and management.

Similarly, training for local artisans and food producers is needed to address pricing and
packaging, as well as basic business management skéithnical assistance programs could
focus on helping to expand their production capacity, developing distribution networks for their
products, and utilizing technology in managing the business and selling their products.

Byway organizers will naekto direct business owners and independent producer to those
organizations offering instruction in best practices. Outreach to local business efforts could also
help to target specific needs for technical assistance and training. Following is éhiisteof
local and regional involved in economic and community developmentbaginess
development, and business planning assistance in Lewis and St. Lawrence Counties.

Community, Economic Development, and Agricultural Development Agencies:
Lewis County

Lewis County Office of Economic Development
Warren Rosenthal, Director

Lewis County Court House

Lowville, NY 13367

Phone:  (315) 376422

Email: economicdevelopment@lewiscounyyorg
Website: www.lewiscountyny.org

Lewis County Development Corporation
5402 Dayan St.

Lowville, NY 13367

Phone: (315) 372834

Email: Idolhof@northnet.org

Lewis County Industrial Development Agency
Ned Cole, Executive Director

PO Box 106

7642 N. State Street

Lowville, NY 13367

Phone: (315) 378014

Email: Icida@Icida.org

Website: www.Icida.org
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Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis County
Michelle Ledoux, Executive Director

PO Box 72

5274 Outer Stowe Street

Lowville, NY 13367

Phone:  (315) 376270

Email: lewis@cornell.edu

Website: http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/lewis/

Small Business Development Center (serving Jefferson & Lewis counties)
Eric Constance, Director

Jefferson Community College

Outer Coffeen St.

Waterbwn, NY 136011897

Phone:  (315) 782262

Email: sbdc@sunyjefferson.edu

Website: http://www.nyssbdc.org/centers/centers.cfim?centid=4

St. Lawrence County

St. Lawrence County Office of Economic Development and
St. Lawrence County Industrial Development Agency

Ray Fountain, Executive Director

80 State Highway 310, Suite 6

Canton, NY 1361-1496

Phone:  (315) 379806

Email: rfountain@co.stawrence.ny.us

Website: www.slconestop.com

Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. Lawrence County
Clive Chambers, Executive Director

1894 Statddighway 68

Canton, NY 13617

Phone:  (315) 379192

Email: cbc34@cornell.edu

Website: http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/st_lawrence/
Small Businas Development Center at SUNY Canton
Dale Rice, Director

St. Lawrence Center Mall

PO Box 6069

Massena, NY 13662

Phone: (315) 768683

Email: sbdc@canton.edu

Website: http://www.nyssbdc.org/Centers/centers.cfm?centid=10
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City of Ogdensburg Department of Planning and Development
J. Justin Wooddirector

330 Ford Street, City Hall, Room 11

Ogdensburg, NY 13669

Phone: (315 3937150

Email: jwoods@ogdensburg.org

Website: http://ogdensburg.org

Town and Village of Canton

Linda McQuinn, Director of Economic Development
60 Main Street

Canton, NY 1817

Phone: (315) 388871, ext. 5

Email: developer@cantonnewyork.us

Website: www.cantonnewyork.us

Regional

Adirondack North Country Association

(Sening the 14county Adirondack North Country region)
Terry Martino, Executive Director

20 St. Bernard St.

Saranac Lake, NY 12983

Phone:  (518) 896200

Email: ancamartino@northnet.org

Website: www.adirondack.org

Development Authority of the North Country
(Serving Jefferson, Lewis, & St. Lawrence counties)
Robert Juravich, Executive Director

317 Washington St.

Watertown, NY 13601

Phone:  (315) 78359

Email: info@danc.org

Website: www.danc.org

New York State Tug Hill Commission

(Serving the Tug Hill region portions of Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, & Oswego Counties)
John Barbw, Executive Director

317 Washington St.

Watertown, NY 13601

Phone: (315) 788380

Email: john@tughill.org

Website: www.tughill.org

NOTE: Fortourismrelatedlm si nesses, refer also to the agen
Devel opment 06 section.
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT, MARKETING, & PROMOTION

Introduction

The scenic byways effort is primarily a tourism development and marketing effort. As
evident throughouthis plan, however, all of the goal areas are interrelated. Increasing tourist
activity along the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway can stimulate growth in retail, hospitality
services, and the production and packaging of the locally produced goods thaterirs the
bywayodés t heme. The desire to capitalize on b
communities to preserve and enhance their historical, cultural, and recreational resources which
draw byway visitors. Better stewardship of these reso@gesrances t he communi t
tourists and new, entrepreneurial residents. Cordord e i dent i fi cati on wi th
themes encourages regional cooperation in planning and promotions.

Tourism, Marketing, and Interpretation Goals

The toursm goals of the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway are a follows:

1. Develop Byway Marketing and Interpretation Plan and work with communities on
promotion and branding;

2. Promote and encourage tourism commerce and communication between Byway
communities in ordemotenhance product image and strengthen marketing efforts;

3. Provide quality visitor experiences using proven strategies to improve Byway offerings;

4. Develop strategies to improve shoulder season anergaad new and repeat visitation
by appealing to the miaet interests of a broad audience;

5. Develop themdased packages and tourism guides to promote the Byway and to
encourage extended visitor stays;

6. Improve the availability of basic tourist information to accommouiéor needs and

increase desirability dhe Byway as a destination

Improve the availability of comfort facilities.

~

Goal #1. Develop Byway Marketing and Interpretation Plan and work with communities
on promotion and branding.

Using a common theme with which these scenic byway comrasiiéin more strongly
identify (i.e. Maple Traditions rather than Black River) will encourage stakeholders to be more
engaged. It provides a common rallying point to which they all feel connected, and around
which they will cooperatively work together. &h pr oposed fAMapl e Traditic
more authentic to the byway traveler (who will see nothing of the Black River along this route)
thereby facilitating promotional efforts that are consistent with both the product label (byway
name) and the actuakperience of that product. State legislation to officially rename this
Lowville-to-Ogdensbur g route as the AMaple Tradition
fitting logo is therefore an essential first step to effectively branding this scenic byway
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Goal #2. Promote and encourage tourism commerce and communication between byway
communities in order to enhance product image and strengthen marketing efforts.

The establishment of a byway marketing team (chambers of commerce, TPAs, ANCA and
other stakeholders) will foster regular communication and collaboration between byway
communities. A print or electronic newsletter and website can help to encourage a regional
perspective among Byway communities and businesses while also making therofaware
opportunities to build on the brand collectively as well as individually.

Goal #3. Provide quality visitor experiences using proven strategies to improve Byway
offerings.

A number of factors affect the overall quality of the visitor experiefitese include the
availability of basic information on lodging, attractions, and services; the ability to navigate the
byway and find its resources; comfort and safety; the impact of inclement weather; and the
ability to participate in activities unique their particular interests. A unique positive
experience encourages repeat and extended visitor stays, as well as-af-morgh promotion
that brings new visitors.

Goal #4. Develop strategies to improve shoulder season and yeaund new and reped
visitation by appealing to the market interests of a broad audience.

There exist a number of events that could be further promoted and expanded along the byway
that already tie into the themes of the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway. Developing and
coordinating a four seasons events calendar of these key events may improve joint advertising of
events and could aid the planning of additional new events. The benefit of successful special
events is not only the influx of visitors associated with theewself, but especially in the extra
publicity that helps to bring more attention to the existence of the byway and its various year
round offerings. The fASpeci al Sites, Attract
number of existing theearelated events.

Themebased packages are another strategy for reaching a broad range of specific market
niches and encouraging both new and repeat visitation. A visitor may travel to the region for one
reason, and then learn of another oppotyuthiiring a different season of the year that causes
them to return. See Goal #5, below.

Goal #5. Develop themdased packages and tourism guides to promote the Byway and to
encourage extended visitor stays.

While visitors may be drawn to the bywtnrough the image and promise portrayed through
its marketing and promotion, it is up to byway stakeholders to enhance the actual visitor
experience to meet travelerso6é expectations.
right combination bexperiences on their own. By packaging and promoting resources and
attractions in thembased brochures (both print and wedsed), we can penetrate specific
market niches and improve the odds that visitors will connect with what they seek.

Specialized guides for fishing, paddling, hiking and other activities are also possible. A rainy
day guide for bad weather days could direct travelers to alternative activities that may alleviate
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the disappointment they might otherwise experience ifoatd pl ans are t hwart e
Buf feto guide could direct travelers to outle
establi shments featuring regional foods. Loc
and Foods of the Adironda¢ko r t h  Count r y oReatgringdatal artisanaodch u r e
products. Additional information is available on the AdirondackCraft.com website.

Goal #6. Improve the availability of basic tourist information to accommodate visitor
needs and increase désability of the byway as a destination.

Improving access to trip planning information will encourage more people to travel the byway
and will help to improve their actual visitor experience. With more and more people using the
internet to make thevacation planning decisions, plan their trips, and book their reservations, it
is important to make sure that they can readily find information on the package experience
offered by the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway, and that they can readily link tdehsuof
commerce and tourism offices to locate lodging and other services they may require during their
travels. Chambers of commerce and tourism agencies must develop the website capacity to
provide centralized information on byway resources, attragtsmigices and events.

Byway stakeholders should assess the availability of tourist information along the route and
prepare a list of suggested improvements that will enable travelers to readily locate tourist
information centers or kiosk locatiossould they require information or directions.

Locating lodging in an unfamiliar region can also be a challenge to travelers. At a minimum,

|l odging establishments should participate in
links to thelocal chambers of commerce and/or tourism promotion agencies) so tourists can be
assured of availability before making futile telephone calls.  Ideally, lodging establishments

would also offer online reservations. In either case, technical assiatatht@ining may be
necessary to aid some establishments in making this transition.

Goal #7. Improve the availability of comfort facilities.

Comfort stations and rest areas should be available and strategically located for traveler
convenience When traveling long stretches of a rural Byway, the need for a comfort facility can
affect how much time a visitor will take to enjoy the more isolated Byway resources or whether
or not they will stop to patronize a local shop or farm stand.

Privateestablishments may gain more sales by offering public restroom facilities in their
busi ness. For example, a shop in the Midwest
its downtown storefront. People have to meander past the stores goods wayttie the
restroom in the back of the store. The restroom itself is decorated with art and craft items with a
note that these iIitems are available in the st
way back out of the shop.
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Tourism organizations serving the Maple Traditions Scenic Byway Communities

Lewis County

Lewis County Chamber of Commerce

7383C Utica Boulevard

Lowville, NY 13367

Phone: (315) 3762213

Email: info@lewiscounty.org

Websites:  www.lewiscounty.org
www.adirondackstughill.org

Adirondack Regional Tourism Council
PO Box 2149

Plattsburgh, NY 12901

Phone: (518) 8468016

Website: www.visitadirondacks.com

St. Lawrence County

St. Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce
101 Main Street
Canton, NY 13611248

Phone: 877-2287810
Email: info@slccoc.org
Website: www.slccoc.org

Gouverneur Chamber of Commerce
214 East Main St.
Gouverneur, NY 13642

Phone: (315) 2870331
Email: donna@Ilawrencemanor.com
Website: www.governeurchamber.net

Greater Ogdensburg Chamber of Commerce
330 Ford St.
Ogdensburg, NY 13669

Phone: (315) 3933620
Email: chamber@gisco.net
Website: www.ogdensburgny.com

Canton Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 369

Canton Municipal Bldg.
Canton, NY 13617

Phone: (315) 3868255
Email: cantoncc@northnet.org
Website: www.cantonnychamber.org
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RECREATION

Introduction

While its farm lands and natural environment (forests and waterways) are elemental to many
of its traditions, the natural resources of the Maple Traditions Scenic Bywayffasa rich
variety of recreational opportunities to visitors. This section provides an overview of current,
four season recreational resources and is followed by a discussion of the recreation goals from
the implementation plan.

Overview of existing recreation opportunities

The Maple Traditions Scenic Byway is rich in opportunities for both active and passive
outdoor recreation.

Active recreation opportunities include:

Hiking

Cross Country Skiing & Snowshoeing
Bicycling and mountain biking

Small and large game hunting

Fishing

Snowmobiling and winter recreation activities
Canoeing, kayaking, and motor boating
Geocaching and letter boxing

Rock and mineral hunting

Scuba diving

Golf

Passive recreation activities include:
e Birding and willife viewing

e Camping
e Picnicking

Accessible Recreation Activities

There are numerous opportunities for disabled individuals to enjoy the outdoors. These
include handicap accessible trails at the Lowville Demonstration Area and Forestry Natire Trai
the Indian Creek Nature Center outside of Canton, Heritage Park in Canton, and the Maple City
Trai l along Ogdensburgbés waterfront. The NYS
constructed an accessible fishing platform on the Black Rinear its Lowvile Demonstration
Area and Forestry Nature Trail. A list of accessible sites on state forest lands may be found on
the DEC website atww.dec.ny.gov Detailed local information and special permits are
available thragh the DEC office in Lowville at (315) 373521.
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Non-motorized trails

Opportunities for hiking, snowshoeing, and crosantry skiing exist in community parks
and state forestlands throughout the region. For more information, contact the loda¢ichaim
commerce or refer to the Department of Enviro
www.dec.ny.gov Information on state land opportunities is also available through the local
DEC office at (315) 373521.

Snowmdbiling

A total of over 1,000 miles of public snowmobile trails are maintained in Lewis and St.
Lawrence counties by volunteers from |l ocal cl
are often open when the rest of the state is without atlegnow. Trail maps are available
through either the Lewis County Chamber of Commerce or the St. Lawrence County Chamber of
Commerce. Additional information on local club contacts is available through the New York
State Snowmobile Associationwtvw.nysnowassoc.orgThe resource map for the Maple
Traditions Scenic Byway identifies where snowmobile trail corridors cross the Byway. See
Appendix for a map of the regional snowmobile trail system. Note corr@ibconnections
linking the Tug Hill region and Adirondack region trail systems.

Miscellaneous Winter Sports and Activities

Northern New Yorkers have found a number ways to enjoy the long winters. Community ice
rinks may be found in Lowville, CroghaGoverneur, Canton, and Ogdensburg. The lakes and
rivers, when frozen over, offer quality ice fishing. Several communities also organize a variety
of winter festivals and special events.

All -terrain Vehicles (ATVS)

Lewis and St. Lawrence counties dffer and promote ATV events and trail riding.
However, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation is in the midst of reviewing and
changing its policies regarding ATV use on state roads and forest lands. Still, many ATV trails
cross private largl(with landowner permission) and use local town roads. Before planning an
ATV outing, riders should check with the local chambers of commerce for the most current
information on roads and lands that are open to ATVs.

Bicycling and Mountain Biking

Cycling enthusiasts traveling the byway will enjoy a unique perspective of the landscape and
its communities. Rather than pedaling the length of the byway, some travelers may prefer to
bring their bicycles along and enjoy a number of the designateddukieg loops identified by
local cyclists to more closely experience local history, the environment, ortenvall
at mosphere of the regionds communities. Thos
opportunities on gravel roads and informal trailstirgy t he ar eads forest s.

The Adirondack North Country Association (AN
the Bywayso website which will become a valua
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Byway planners and stakeholder groups shauldte advant age of ANCAOGs i n
participate in the projectoés devel opment.

Hunting & Fishing

Hunting and fishing is a cultural tradition
enjoy these traditions on state forest lands and on fiskiggsa sites throughout the region.
Excellent opportunities are also available on private lands, with landowner permission. Game
species include deer, turkey, ruffed grouse, rabbit, and other small game.

Numerous rivers, lakes, reservoirs, andatns offer peaceful surroundings, a variety of
species, strong fish populations, and good public access. Available species, depending on the
waterbody and habitat include, trout, perch, bullhead, northern pike, walleye, smallmouth and
largemouth bass, mkigs, carp, and a variety of panfish.

CanoeingKayaking, andotorboating

The regiondés abundant rivers, | akes, and str
opportunitie® from motorboating or waterskiing on the mighty St. Lawrence or the mor
remote Lake Bonaparte, to paddling the Beaver, Oswegatchie, or Raquette Rivers. Paddlers will
find settings ranging from quiet wilderness to sections where they float on waterways bisecting
historic villages. Paddlers will find additional informatidmoat paddling routes and events on
the St. Lawrence Valley Paddlers websitevatv.slvpaddlers.org

Rock and Mineral Hunting

Mineral collectors rever8t. Lawrence Gunty for the quality of its specimen$he
crystalline bedrock has yielded a host of minerals, some rare, but most of common rock forming
silicate and sulfide minerals that have unusual color, size and crystal siidpesbundance and
variety of minerals are chiefly due to the presencaneafent crystalline rocksThe wedge
shaped county opens northwest toward the St. Lawrence River and a thin covering of
sedimentary rocks.

The St. Lawrence Rock and Mineral Club meets monthly and hosts digs the third Saturday of
the month during theummer. For more information, check their website at
http://www.stlawrenceco.com/

Geaocaching and Letterboxing

The vast tracks of public lands make the region popular fecgeling and letterboxing.
Geccaching is activity designed for GPS wusers
goodies or trinkets and then search for these items, register in the logbook, and usually leave an
item in return for the item you take. Letterboxing uses n&wigal skills to find hidden
logbooks and rubber stamps. Participants stamp the logbook with their own personal stamp and
stamp their own logbook with the stamp found hidden away.
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More information on these activities may be foundmatv.geocaching.corand
www.letterboxing.org |l f you are new to these activitie:
section that explains the activity, common protocols, neededraqotpand tips. If you area
already experienced in either of these activities, hints and coordinates for caches may be located
by entering a search by community name, zip code, or county.

Wildlife Viewing and Nature Interpretation

The vast state festlands and waterways along the byway provide abundant habitat for bird
watching and wildlife viewing. Two nature centers provide accessible opportunities for viewing
wildlife and learning more about habitats.

Indian Creek Nature Center is a 38fe tract of upland and marsh within the Upper and
Lower Lakes Wildlife Management Area leased from the Department of Environmental
Conservationlt provides a number of programs in environmental education for school groups,
scouts, adults, college classeg. Its trails lead though fields, past ponds, marshes, swamps,
forests and lakedge habitats.

The Lowville Demonstration Area and Forestry Nature Trail is located on 92 acres and
features an arboretum containing over 300 different speciesesfdral shrubs. A wildlife area
provides escape cover and nesting areas where birds and mammals can feed on the naturally
growing seeds and fruits. The site also includes the upper section of a former fire tower that
visitors may climb the stairs to enter

Left: Model fire observation at DEC Demonstration Area outside of Lowville
Right: Sign to Indian Creek Nature Center in Rennselaer Falls
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