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Spring 2009 Black River Initiative Update

il There has been much activity in the Black River
corridor since the last edition of the Black River
Initiative newsletter update. Since then, many
things have been accomplished and new elements
are underway. In this newsletter, you will find arti-

cles with information about some of the projects
that comprise the Black River
Initiative and what progress
has been made to date along
the river corridor and within

Special points of interest:
e Updates on Regional
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e 2009 River Events about progress on projects taking place up and down

the River.
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As communities along the Black River
have come to appreciate its aesthetic



The Black River Blueway Trail:
A Project That Promotes the Black River and Black River Communities

The Black River Blueway scenic views; creating gateway information cen-
Trail project began with a ters; and strengthening marketing and promotion.
2004 Environmental Protec-
tion Fund grant to create a A second Blueway Trail grant implements several
blueway trail development of the Blueway Plan recommendations for improve-
plan. A blueway trail is the ments along the Black River, including a signage
water equivalent of a hiking plan, brochures, and three access improvement
trail or greenway. It facili- projects 0 Lyons Falls Turning Basin, Town of Tu-
— tates recreation and envi- rinds Burdicks Crossing, and
Black River ronmental awareness in Project. While work on the sighage plan and bro-
Blueway gheiib [and along a waterway chures is still in progress, the access improvement
while linking communities projects in Lyons Falls and Dexter are nearly com-
and land -based attractions such as recreational plete. More information about these and other
trails, historic sites, and parks. The Black River river projects can be found in this newsletter.
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Black River Trail and Maple Traditions Scenic Byways:

Corridor Management Plans Wrapping Up

Overview

Corridor Management Plans (CMP) for the Black
River Trail Scenic Byway and Maple Traditions Sce-
nic Byway are completed and are posted on the
Tug Hi | | Commi s s i
(www.tughill.org/projects.htm ). Both CMPs
were prepared by the Commission in partnership

with the Adirondack North Country Association
(ANCA), with significant input from local byway
stakeholders. Funding was provided by the NYS
Department of Transportation's Scenic Byways Pro-
gram through the Federal Highway Administration

and Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century.
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The CMP documents detail plans for economic de-
velopment strategies that promote tourism while
preserving the natural, historical, cultural and rec-
reational resources and maintaining the distinctive
qualities and character of the two routes. They
also describe how to maintain and enhance the by-
ways and propose numerous regional and local
projects and actions as well as recommendations
for future implementation. Once approved, the
plans set the stage for additional byway funding to
implement those actions and other community pro-
jects that support the Byway CMP goals.

Black River Trail Scenic Byway
The Black River Trall starts in Rome and follows the
old Black River Canal along Route 46 to Boonville.

on vil |

From there it follows the Black River through Low-
ville, Carthage/West Carthage, and Watertown,
ending near Dexter where the river empties into
Lake Ontario. A spur route is proposed from Boon-

e to Forestport to t
Black River Canal had run from Rome to Carthage,
and communities from Lyons Falls to Dexter share
an industrial heritage based in common on the
power of the Black Riveros f
connection reinforces the physical connection these

communities share through the Black River. Fur-

he ri

t her mor e, t he bywayds theme a
forts to promote the river as a recreational
Abl uewayo trail wi t h riverfro

boat launches, fishing access points, hiking trails,
and opportunities for both flatwater and whitewa-
ter paddling.

Maple Traditions Scenic Byway

The proposed Maple Traditions Scenic Byway high-

lights the simple and historical traditions of people

living close to the land, while providing present -
day people with access to a variety of outdoor rec-

reational activities. Beginning in Lowville, the 80

mile route takes travelers past farmlands, wood-

lands, the American Maple Museum in Croghan,

and ends in the fAMapl e d@tthey o
foot of the Ogdensburg -Prescott International
Bridge to Canada which spans the St. Lawrence
Seaway. Along the way, travelers visit family
operated sugar bush operations where maple syrup

is produced using wood -stoked fires and horse -
drawn wagons; observe Amish farmers working

their fields; and are tempted by a variety of locally

crafted, traditions -based products such as furni-

ture, cheeses, meats, candles, baskets, and can-

dies. An alternate loop through Canton brings

travelers past the Traditional Arts in Upstate New

Yor koés ( TAUNY) North Country
whose exhibits, archives, and local product gallery

highlight and preserve
the rich living heritage of
customs and folk arts
from across the entire
North Country region.
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Black River Watershed Management Plan

Many of the projects along the Black River that you
are reading about in this newsletter have been un-
derway for quite some time and are focused on the
river corridor. Recognizing that river activities de-

pend heavily on water quality, the Black River Wa-
tershed Management Plan was initiated to protect
and restore water quality to ensure the success of
the projects and communities involved.

The Black River Watershed Management Plan en-
compasses both a traditional surface water quality
planning exercise, which focuses on the enhance-
ment, protection and improvement of water quality

in the Black River and its tributaries, and three ad-
ditional studies which will provide a more in -depth
understanding of the watershed. The three addi-
tional studies include a Socioeconomic Characteri-
zation of the Wa-
tershed, a Stake-

holder Outreach ,“f* £
report and a g

Groundwater As- T
sessment. The in- By

tent of these

"sister projects” is
to strengthen our
understanding  of
the Black River
Watershed by
learning about its
inhabitants, under-
standing socioeco-
nomic trends such as population and job statistics,
and more fully characterizing groundwater re-
sources.

The purpose of including the entire watershed is to
ensure that the Black River drainage area, and the
quality of water within it are protected and im-
proved wherever possible, and that the resource
continues to provide for the needs of those that
depend on it for their livelihoods, well -being and
recreational opportunities. Using a variety of fund-
ing sources, the planning process will include build-
ing community consensus; watershed characteriza-
tion; inventory of existing conditions; identification
of problems and opportunities; identification of
land and water use controls and institutional ar-
rangements for water quality management; and
identification of specific resource protection and
management needs.

Preparation and implementation of the Black River
Watershed Management Plan will advance the pro-

tection and restoration of water quality and ensure
compatible land use development, helping to pro-
tect the River's scenic and natural resources.

The Black River watershed spans Hamilton, Herki-
mer, Jefferson, Lewis and Oneida counties. The
river is a major tributary of Lake Ontario and also
supplies drinking water for the City of Watertown
and Fort Drum.

The Black River Watershed planning efforts are be-

ing coordinated by the Lewis County Soil & Water
Conservation District, the NYS DEC and the Tug Hill
Commission. The Town of Greig is the lead grant
recipient. The plan is being prepared through con-
sultant services (Bergmann Associates, along with
Camoin Associates) procured by the Town of Grieg

_. and overseen by a
Project  Advisory
Committee, which
includes numerous
agencies and local
stakeholders from
| each of the water-
| shed counties. It
is funded with
monies from two
Environmental
Protection Fund
~ grants  (through
the NYS Depart-
me nt of
Division of Coastal, Local Government and Commu-

nity Sustainability) to the Town of Greig and
matching funds from the Black River Advisory
Committee Fund (Brookfield Power) and Senator
Griffo. A National Fish & Wildlife Foundation grant
was secured by the Tug Hill Commission for the
three additional studies being completed as part of

this initiative. Draft and final components of the
Management Plan can be found on the Tug Hill
Commission website at ~ www.tughill.org

Phase | of this project is complete including the
Stakeholder Outreach Report, the Groundwater
Study, the SocioEconomic Report, and the Water-
shed Characterization. The Sub -watershed Prioriti-
zation Report is in draft form with comments cur-
rently being solicited on its content and methods.

In Phase I, which is slated to be complete by the
end of 2009, the sub -watershed prioritization re-
port will be finalized and the final report, the Wa-
tershed Management Strategy Report will also be
completed.

St at
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Village of Black River Revitalization

Enhancing waterfronts along the Black River has
been central to the revitalization of several com-
munities through which it passes. The Village of
Black River is no exception.

Vi ||

In 2005, the
its last remaining com-
mercial enterprise. The
loss of businesses over
the years was due partly
to the challenges faced
by Main Streets across
the Country, but exacer-
bated by the lack of pub-
lic sewers to support
business growth or de-
velopment. With the
completion of a public
wastewater system in
2007, and the regional
growth spurred by the
transformation of the 10

ageds

A 2005 county bridge reconstruction project over
the river in the center of the village incorporated
significant streetscape improvements by adding

" Mountain Division at
Fort Drum, the village is looking to the Black
River and its proximity to the military installation
as two key assets around which to base its revi-
talization efforts.

brick pavers, benches, and ornamental street
lighting while also improving views of the
Black River from the bridge and the river bank.
In 2008 (with funding from the New York State
Quality Communities Program, Route 3 Sewer
c e nt Boartl, anu Jeffersore Gognty dab De¢velopment |
Corporation)  Black
River completed a
wonCommuni ty
¢ and Strategic Visioning
Pl an. o That
tifies retail priorities,
suggests  alternative
scenarios for redevel-
opment of vacant par-
cels in the downtown
area, and recommends
4 general design guide-
lines for the downtown
area.

ost

Vi

The Villagebs next pr oj
land use plan and considering zoning revisions
that will more effectively support mixed use
development in the central business district.
These planning efforts o along with the im-
proved appearance of the riverfront street-
scape 0 appear to now be generating business
interest in the community.

Boonville Black River Canal Museum Now Open

The Boonville Black River Canal Museum opened

to the public in the summer of 2008. The mu-
seum is located on the canal trail at the intersec-
tion of Route 12 and Main Street at the south en-

trance to the village. Post cards, magnets,
history books and blanket throws are available
for sale.

The museum is housed in the Hemlock Mer-
cantile, a replica of an old country store, built
by local volunteers. Adjacent to the museum,
an original canal warehouse, located along the
canal, has been restored with funds from a
Transportation Enhancements Grant and an
Environmental Protection Fund grant written
by the Commission. Volunteers have also con-
structed a life -size canal boat replica at the
museum complex for visitors to board and ex-
perience. For more information, photos, and
historical information, visit the museum web-
site at www.blackrivercanalmuseum.com
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