
Your role in a 
disaster 
R. A. MacKenzie III 
CEM/CFC/AEMT-P 



Disaster 
Definition 

• A disaster is a serious problem 
occurring over a short or long 
period of time that causes 
widespread human, material, 
economic or environmental loss 
which exceeds the ability of the 
affected community or society 
to cope using its own resources.



Have a good 
plan 



Where to start? 

• ICS 100 Introduction to the incident 
Command system 

• ICS 200 Basic incident command system 
for initial response 

• ICS 300 Intermediate ICS for expanding 
incidents 



NYS Executive 
LawArticle 2-B

Ability to 
declare a state 
of emergency 

Natural

Man-made

Imminent threat  



Locally TIER 
3 Training 

• The Emergency Management Certification and 
Training (EMC & T) program has been developed 
to support Governor Hochul’s strategy of creating 
unified emergency management training, 
education, communication, and response 
protocols. The training is intended for those with 
a role in emergency management or disaster 
response in New York State. Local Public Officials, 
First Responder Leadership and Other Partners 
(Tier 3) The Tier 3 training is delivered in 
partnership with County Emergency Management 



What’s 
covered? 

Topics Covered: 

Emergency Management in New 
York State and the Role of Chief 
Executives 

Emergency Operations –
Understanding the Process 

Article 2B: Legal Authorities and 
Responsibilities of Chief Executives · 
Disaster Recovery Awareness



Here it comes… 



Failure of 
Big Dam in 
Next Door  

County 



Your/Their Border

Damage to 
bridge 

Road 

washed out 



River Road 
North View 



River Road 
South View



Rt. 12 South of Norton Road Not 
Assessable Road Missing 
Flooded 
Home 
washed 
away 

St. Rt. 12 
Damaged

Hydro Damaged 
Heavy
Debris 



Recent Weather 

• The Snow Came

Last nights snow hampered 
cleanup and recovery.  All 
municipalities incurred 
overtime to keep passable 
roads open and safe.  



River Road



Housing & 
Supplies

Location/Current 
Status

• 7 Elderly displaced 

• Red Cross Shelter 
at South Village 

• National Guard 48 
Troops

Agency Assisting
• Red Cross assisting 

at Edge Motel    
• School reports 

supplies can hold 
out for 3 more 
days     

• Your Village FD 
Aux. running low 
on $ to feed. 2 
days max.



Safety

Public Health POD for inoculations 

Boil Water still in effect for all wells

Permanent barricades placed by National 
Guard

Fire and Ambulance zones reworked for 
flooded/damaged roads.

Aerial flights completed all homes isolated 
have been contacted or evacuated. 



Infrastructure 

River Road damaged assessment still 
underway. 

E Main St. bridge in Your Village 
impassible due to debris damage and 
footer washout. 

St. Rt. 12 South of Lock still damaged 
traffic flowing well 12D-St. Rt. 26. 

Your Village Elementary codes inspection 
done, building sound will reopen after 
door repair and cleaning of mud & debris. 



Logistics 

Water still arriving at Big Business Mfg. will 
need closer distribution point for drop off, 
All Textile warehouse in Your Village (will 
need cleaning) 

Food MRE’s due Wednesday and comfort 
kits for displaced, warehouse needed.

Larger truck may be needed to move and  
distribute water to villages.

More volunteers are needed for distribution 
of donated goods. 



Finance 

Town of Riverdale reports low fuel at town barn. 
Vendor requesting payment before next delivery, 
($23,000). May need skid tank to continue 
operations.    

County Highway reports $3600 additional in 
overtime projected 2 week cleanup and repair to 
villages requesting overtime increase to $12,000 
to cover. Assistance focused in Leyden, Riverdale 
and West Village. Providing backfill for daily 
operations. 

Leydens burden lessoned by village contract with 
Truck-R-Buddy (they have sub-contracted 
additional to assist in cleanup).  



Finance 
Cont. 

Governor has toured area this is classified as a 
“local” disaster projections currently at 24 million 
short of 26 million required for FEMA assistance. 
State has assured dedicated resources and 
further assistance is forthcoming though no 
specifics have been given. 

SBA has interviewed some families and have 
offices set up in the Storefront plaza in Your 
Village    

Those who qualify for flood insurance may not 
receive benefit if FEMA doesn’t declare an aerial 
disaster.     



Is this within your 
control?  Who can I call? 

• County OEM 
• State OEM
• FEMA 



Let’s pick 
up the 
pieces 

Infrastructure 

Housing

Medical/ Mental Health 
recovery 

Mitigation: How do we prevent 
it from happening again?  



Questions? 
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