
Black River Trash  Bash
What, Who, Where, When, Why and How?



What?
• Cleanup event

• Data collection

• Started in 2010 to mark the 
release of the BRW Plan

• Raise awareness about this 
important resource

Where?
• Anywhere in the Black River Watershed

• Inlet, Watertown, Eatonville, Hawkinsville Dam, 
JCC, Lyons Falls



When?
• Typically in late summer or 

early fall, to coincide with 
the Ocean Conservancy’s 
International Coastal 
Cleanup 

• Data is received by the 
Alliance for the Great Lakes 
all year round



Who?
• Lewis County WQCC 

• Jefferson County WQCC

• Haderondah 4H Club of Old 
Forge

• Lyons Falls Alive

• John Reape (500 lbs on his own)

• Jefferson Community 
College

• Adirondack Communities 
Advisory League



Why?
• CITIZEN SCIENCE

• Awareness

• Part of a global 
movement to 
keep beaches, 
waterways and 
the ocean trash 
free



Trash Bash Year Number of Participants
Weight of Trash Collected 

(pounds)

2010 36 735

2011 23 290

2012 57 505

2013 29 726

2014 28 570

2015 50 431

2016 57 405

2017 74 500

2018 53 627

2019 82 978

2020 14 155

2021 23 219

Running Totals 526 6,141

Black River Trash Bash
12 Year Summary

BLACK RIVER WATERSHED SCALE



Five Year Compilation (2017 – 2021) 
Includes:
• 2,105 Food Wrappers

• 3,864 Cigarettes (butts)

• 349 Plastic Grocery Bags

• 1,157 Tiny Pieces of Plastic (not including beverage bottles)

• Other items of concern over the years:
Vapes
Tires
Syringes
Baby Pool
Balloons
Meth Lab



GREAT LAKES SCALE

How Adopt-a-Beach Data Makes a 
Difference

• Tim Hoellein, an Associate Professor at Loyola 
University Chicago

• Shows how Adopt-a-Beach data has informed 
his research

• Trash science: Research from Adopt-a-Beach 
Volunteers

A. Litter is Variable
B. Litter is Moving
C. More volunteers = More collected

• Dataset positions researchers to examine the 
impact of policies such as a plastic bag ban

GLOBAL SCALE



Why collect data about litter?

• Publications using Adopt-a-Beach™ data

• Hoellein, Timothy J.; Westhoven, Megan; Lyandres, Olga & Cross, Jamie, 
(2014). Abundance and environmental drivers of anthropogenic litter on 5 
Lake Michigan beaches: A study facilitated by citizen science data 
collection. Journal of Great Lakes Research

• Vincent, Anna; Drag, Nate; Lyandres, Olga; Neville, Sarah & Hoellein, Timothy, 
(2016). Citizen science datasets reveal drivers of spatial and temporal 
variation for anthropogenic litter on Great Lakes beaches. Science of the 
Total Environment

• Driedger, Alexander G.J.; Durr, Hans H.; Mitchell, Kristen & Van Cappellen, 
Phillippe, (2015). Plastic debris in the Laurentian Great Lakes: A review. 
Journal of Great Lakes Research

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0380133014002767
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969716322999
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0380133015000064


How?

• Greatlatkes.org  Adopt-a-Beach

• Ocean Conservancy  oceanconservancy.org
International Coastal Cleanup

• Or Contact me or any of my colleagues in this room 

• Thanks to the BRAC for our Trash Grabbers

• Thanks to White’s Lumber for work gloves
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