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DEC Great Lakes Program

Supporting coordination in the Black 

River and Great Lakes Watershed

• Northeast sub basin work group 

meetings

• Draft work plan developed 

• State and Federal Agency 

coordination 
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NY GLAA Highlights 2014-2016
• NY Natural Heritage Program/DEC Great Lakes 

Riparian Restoration (“Trees for Tribs”) 
Opportunity Assessment 
http://nynhp.org/treesfortribsgl

• Community Risk and Resiliency Act

http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/102559.html

• DOS Geographic Information Gateway 
http://opdgig.dos.ny.gov/

• NYSERDA wind energy siting tool: 

http://www.ebd.mapny.info/

http://nynhp.org/treesfortribsgl
http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/102559.html
http://opdgig.dos.ny.gov/
http://www.ebd.mapny.info/
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NY GLAA Highlights 2014-2016
NY Sea Grant/DEC Great Lakes 
Program 

• NY Great Lakes Clearinghouse

www.nyseagrant.org/nygreatlakes

• Small Grants

• Coastal outreach/ Nature Based 
Shorelines

• NY Great Lakes Ecosystem Education 
Exchange (NYGLE3)

http://www.nyseagrant.org/nygreatlakes
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Black River 9 element watershed 
management plan 
• Compiles existing plans, resources, 

modeling, and information

• Meets the minimum 9 elements required 

by EPA for watershed management plans

• Can be used to identify projects and 

leverage state/federal funding 

• State approved
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9 Element Plan requirements
A. Pollution loads sources identified & quantified in watershed

B. Identify target or goal to reduce pollutant load to reach water quality goal(s)

C. BMPs to get reductions (estimated load reduction/BMP to achieve total reduction 
needed to improve WQ

D. How to pay for and implement BMPs identified in C 

E. Stakeholder input & getting help at local level to implement plan

F. Schedule to implement C

G. Progress on implementation of BMPs

H. Criteria to assess water quality improvement due to implementation of BMPs

I. Monitoring plan to collect water quality data to measure water quality improvement 
against criteria in H
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Black River Initiative newsletter 2015

• Jefferson County Storm water Coalition 

• DEC Great Lakes

• Village of West Carthage, Lyons Falls, 

City of Watertown 

• Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

• Tug Hill Commission

• Let us know if you have projects to 

include for next year! 
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Water Assessments by Volunteer Evaluators 
Train the coordinator event held May 
20th at Whetstone Gulf

• Citizen Scientists assess wade able 
stream water quality through macro-
invertebrate sampling

• Observed mayflies, caddisflies, and 
stoneflies- all indicators of GOOD
water quality

• WAVE data informs statewide water 
quality monitoring and management 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/92229.html

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/92229.html
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Culvert Assessments and enhancements 

Protocols assess culverts for 

• vulnerability, 

• fish passage, and 

• condition, 

are uploaded to a statewide 
database at 

www.streamcontinuity.org

and used to identify and fund 
enhancement projects. 

http://www.streamcontinuity.org/


10

Funding and Assistance Programs

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative

Great Lakes Action Plan II 2015-2019

• Prevention and control of Invasive 

Species

• Reducing nutrient runoff that contributes 

to harmful and nuisance algae blooms

• Restoring habitat to protect native 

species

• Science based adaptive management

• http://greatlakesrestoration.us/

Sacket's Harbor

http://greatlakesrestoration.us/
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Funding and Assistance Programs

NYS Dept. of Agriculture and Markets

• Agricultural Non-Point 

Source Pollution 

Abatement and Control 

Program 

• Climate Resilient Farming 

Soil Health Mini Grants

• www.grantsgateway.ny.gov
Black River in Pamelia

http://www.grantsgateway.ny.gov/
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Funding and Assistance Programs

NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation

• Clean Water Grant 

• Drinking Water Grant

• Green Innovation Grant 

Program

• State Clean Water and 

Drinking Water Revolving 

Fund 
Black River at Factory Street
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Funding & Assistance Programs: CFA

Water Quality Improvement Project (WQIP):

Reimbursement grant program 

(75/25% Cost Share) Point and 

Nonpoint source

• Decentralized wastewater treatment 

• Green infrastructure practices 

• Storm water retrofits 

• Stream stabilization/restoration 

• Riparian buffers 

• In-waterbody controls for nutrients
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Funding and Assistance Programs: CFA

Dept. Of State and Dept. Of Parks and Recreation

• Local Waterfront 

Revitalization Program

• Brownfield Opportunity Areas 

• EPF Parks, Preservation and 

Heritage grant funding

Black River at Brookfield Trail
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Thank You

Emily Sheridan

Eastern Great Lakes 

Watershed Coordinator

NYSDEC/NYSNHT

Emily.Sheridan@dec.ny.gov

(315)785-2382

Connect with us:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NYSDEC

Twitter: twitter.com/NYSDEC 
Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec

mailto:Emily.Sheridan@dec.ny.gov
http://www.facebook.com/NYSDEC
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec

