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What is Knotweed? 
 Invasive - Native to Asia 

 Aggressive and Noxious 

 Robust, bamboo-like perennial  

 Rhizomatous (produces 

underground stems)  

 Leaves arranged in zig-zag 

pattern 

 Grows from 3 – 15 ft tall 

 Commonly found 

 Rivers & streams 

 Roads 

 Culverts 

 

 

 



3 Phase Project 

 Phase 1 

 Inventory southern portion 

of County 

 Phase 2 

 Inventory northern portion 

of County 

 Phase 3 

 Determine steps to treat 

high priority sites 



Phase 1 & 2 

 “windshield survey”  

 Every road in Herkimer 

County 

 Photos taken and GPS 

location recorded 

 Field notes were placed 

in binders 

 Sites still being entered 

into the iMapInvasives 

web based data system 

 



 Inventoried 9 towns – south 

of the Mohawk River 

 Traveled 1,584 miles 

 527 infested sites 

documented 

 

Phase 1 - 2016 



Phase 2 - 2017 
 Inventoried 11 towns – north 

of the Mohawk River 

 Traveled over 2,600 miles 

 488 infested sites 

documented 

 Knotweed covered an 

estimated 44 acres in those 

sites 

 Developed outreach material 

 Mailed outreach to all 

municipalities in Herkimer 

Co 

 

 



Phase 2 - 2017 
Info sheet & Phamphlet 



Phase 3 – 2018 & ongoing 

 Prioritize infested sites 

 Based on natural resource concerns 

 Obtain proper pesticide applicator 

certifications 

 Begin treatment of highest priority 

sites 

 iMap Invasives 

showing 

concentrations of 

Japanese 

Knotweed in 

Herkimer County 

 Green – 

Confirmed 

 Yellow – 

Unconfirmed 

 



Data Collection & 

Documentation 
 Start with Town Maps, taking 

photos & Field notes 

 Photos contain GPS points 

 



Binders 

 Organize field notes by town & Road name 



Add photos & field data to 

iMap Invasives Website  



Blackriver Watershed in Herkimer County 



Documented Knotweed in 

 Blackriver Watershed 



Questions? 

 NYSDEC Invasive Species Awareness Week  

 July 8th – July 14th  

 

 

 

 

 Photo -Town of Webb 

 Palisades Rd 

 Nov. 19, 2017 

 


