Invasive Species Management
Japanese Knotweed
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What is Knotweed?
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Invasive - Native to Asia
Aggressive and Noxious
Robust, bamboo-like perennial

Rhizomatous (produces
underground stems)

Leaves arranged in zig-zag
pattern
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3 Phase Project

» Phase 1

» Inventory southern portion
of County

» Phase 2

» Inventory northern portion
of County

» Phase 3

» Determine steps to treat
high priority sites




Phase 1 & 2

“windshield survey”

» Every road in Herkimer
County

» Photos taken and GPS
location recorded

» Field notes were placed
in binders

» Sites still being entered
into the iMaplnvasives
web based data system




Phase 1 - 2016

» Inventoried 9 towns - south
of the Mohawk River

» Traveled 1,584 miles

» 527 infested sites
documented




Phase 2 - 2017

» Inventoried 11 towns - north
of the Mohawk River

» Traveled over 2,600 miles

» 488 infested sites
documented

» Knotweed covered an
estimated 44 acres in those
sites

» Developed outreach material

» Mailed outreach to all
municipalities in Herkimer
Co




Phase 2 - 2017

Info sheet & Phamphlet

What is Japanese Knotweed?

Japanese Knotweed is 3 robust, bamboa-like perenniai plant
native to Asla. Common names Include Mexican or Japanese
Damboo, elephant ear and fleece Nower. It Is 3 noxlous wead
1hat Is fast growing and extremely aggressive. It Invades akong
rivers and roads, but Is also found In Dackyards, forests. parks,
and farms.

The Problem
Ki cannot be

p by cutting or
digging up the plant. In f3ct, these metnods have been known
10 spread the Invasive plant. Eecause even very smail root
fragments can sprout new plants and grow where ever they are
dlscarded, any cut or dug piants must be fully darled before
Deing disposed of. The root system of Japanese Knotweed
can extand 10 feet deep 3nd 20 fest away from the Initial plant
before sprouting a new stalk. The breadth and depth of the
roots makes digging the plants up even less effective.

tfing and ping the clippings of Jap
Knotwesd Iz one of the most common causes of the

t of this
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Identifying Japanese Knotweed

« RiEa P g stzms)

p plant with 1 g, holiow,
bamboc-lke stems, that are sometimes covered In purpie
speckles and can grow from 315 feet tall.

The leaves of the mature plant are 3 to 6 Inches In l2ngth
witn 3 3t base and pointed tlp. They are arranged on
arching steme In a 2ig-zag pattem.

The piant flowers In Iate summer, August %o Seplember,
with small creamy-ahite flowers hanging In ciusters from
the leat axlis (point 3t which the leaf joins with the stam).

The underground rhizomes are thick and woody with @
knotty appearance and when broken reveal a bright
orange-colored center. The horizontal roats can reach
lengths of &5 feat of more.

+  The piant devesops small wingad frult seeds which are
triangular, shiny. and very small (about 1/10 Inch kong).
p K Spreads p y by seed
(transported by wind, water, animals, and humans).
What to Do if You See Japanese Knotweed
identity
Stop In and take our brochure or visit our website,
Wwww_herkimercountyswed.com to fry to make 3 positive
Igentincation. Many plants look simEar to Japanese
Knotweed.
Photograph
Entire plant, stem. leaves, flower, seed. High resciution
prefarred. We'll nead them to confirm Identification.
Report
Emall us: Katherine. whitcomb@ny.nacdnet.net or call our
office: 315-866-2520 Ext. §

What is the Herkimer County Soil and Water
Conservation District Doing?
Phasss 1 &2

We are cumently working on a project that bagan In 2016 to
identity, record, and prioritize all sites where Japanese
Knotweed Is found In Herkimer County. Intested shes are
documented with photos, a written gescription of the size of the
area, and other valuable Information. High priority sites Incluce
areas near streams or other bedles of water as well as areas
whnera Is causing Is5u2s for jocal
nighway departments and NYS-DOT. We prioritize the Infested
shes based on natural regource concerns and level of
malntenance issues affecting roads and culverts. This will take
some coordination witn focal municipaiitiss 3nd NYS-DCT.

Phaes 3

Phase three starts In 2013 and we will g2termine the
necessary 5t2ps 1 ireat the high priory areas of Knotweed
Infestation. The ultimate goal Is to eradicate all high priority
snes within the county thus promoting native pecies growth.

Our Project Description &
Outcome

Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservston
District is nvolved in 8 multiyear 3 phase invasive
species pmject to inventory and ersdicate high
priority areas of Japsnese Knotweed.

Phase 1

In 2016 focused on identfyng aress that
Japanese Knotweed hes infested the portion of
our county south of the Mohawk River. Infested
stes will be documented with photos, a writien
descripton of the size of fhe sres, snd oter
vslusble nformation. High priority sites will include
sress nesr stesms or other bodies of wsier ss
well a5 sress where knotweed i causng
maintenance  issues for local  highway
departments and NYS-DOT.

Phase 2

The second phase will be fo inventory the porton
of Herkimer County north of the Mohawk River in
2017 and just like in Phase 1, we wil proritze the
infesied sies based on natursl resource concems
and jewel of meintenance issues affecting rosds
and culverts. This will take some coordination with
locsl municipalities and NYS-DOT.

Phase 3

Phase three starts in 2018 and we wil determine
the necessary steps o trest the high priority amas
of Knotweed infestation. The ultimate goal is to
eradicate sll hgh prionty sies withn the county
thus promoting native species gowth.

Why is it a problem?

e Knotweed spreads rapidly, forming
dense thickets that overwheims and
shades out nstive vegefation. This
threstens the diversity of our nstural
ecosystem, reduces species diversity,
and negatively impacts wiklife habitat.

e Limits recrestionsal access and obstruct-
ing scenic views.

¢ Becsuse the ground under knotweed
tends 1o hsve very fittle other growth, it
can creste bank erosion problems, clog
small waterwsys and trout streams. It
reduces food sources for widife and
fower nutrient input into streams sys-
tems.

s The sggressive growth of the Knotweed
can also damage yards snd structures
such as foundstion snd rosds.

Contact Us

Herkimer County SWCD
5653 State Route 5
Herkimer, NY 12350

(315) 8662520 Ext. 5
Katherine whtcomb@ry .nacdnet. net

Visit us on the welr
www.herkimercountyswed.com

HERKIMER
COUNTY INVASIVE
SPECIES PROJECT:
JAPANESE
KNOTWEED
INVENTORY

Herkimer Courty Soil and Water
Consewation Distrct

What is Knotweed?

Japsnese Knotweed is s mbust, bamboo-like
perennal plant native to Asia. Common names
include Mexican or Japanese bamboo, elephant
esrand fieece fower. It is s noxious weed thst is
fast growing and extemely sggressive. It invades
along rivers snd rosds, but is also found in
backyards, forests, parks, and farms.

Identifying Japanese
Knotweed

o It s a8
stems) pernnial plant with distinctive, branch-
ing. holiow, bemboo-like stems, covered n pur-
ple speckies and can grow fom 3-15 feet tall.

o The lesves of the msture plsnt s 3 10 6 nches
in length with a fiat base and pointed tp. They
sre amanged on srching stems in s zig-zag pst-
tem.

¢ The plant fowers in Bte summer, August o Sep-
tember, with small creamy-white flowers hanging
in clusters from the leaf axiis (point at which the
fesf pins with e stem).

«  The undeground rhizomes sre thick and woody
with & knotty appesrance and when broken re-
vesls bright orange-colord center. The horzon-
tal roots can reach lengths of 65 feet or mom.

e The plsnt develops smsll winged fuit seeds
which s trsnguler, shiny, and very small
(sbout 1/10 inch bng). Jspanese Knotweed
spresds primarily by seed (tmnsporied by wind,
water, animals, snd humsns)

What to Do if You See

Japanese Knotweed:

Identify

e Use ths brochure and vst our webste,
www.hekmercountyswedoom to try to make 3

positie identfication. Many plants ook similar to
Japanese Knotweed

Photograph

+ Entire plant, stem, kaves, flower, seed. High
resolution preferred. Well need them to corfirm
identifcaton.

Report

« E-mail Herkimer Courty sweo
Katherine whtcomb@ny.nacdnet.nat or call our
offce: 315866-2520 Ext. 5




Phase 3 - 2018 & ongoing

Prioritize infested sites
» Based on natural resource concerns

Obtain proper pesticide applicator
certifications

Begin treatment of highest priority
sites
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Start with Town Maps, taking
photos & Field notes

Photos contain GPS points
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Contact imapinvasives@nynhp.org with any questions or to request an account
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Bi n d e rS INVASIVE SPEC]

JAPANESE KNOT'
INVENTORY

» Organize field notes by town & Road name L

Observation Fieia Form

‘bbsewer Name: PairieK Cleay Enter d.ata at:.
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Add photos & field data to
iMap Invasives Website

Closeup Photo

|Phote Credit

iMaplnvas

Sharing

ives ~ Observation Data Entry
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Step 7 Submit Observation

Submit Observation

Observer: I am the observer.
Species: Japanese Knotweed, Japanese Bamboo
PrDjECt: Herkimer County Invasive Species Project Japanese Knotweed Inventory
Date: 2017-11-10
Location: Lat / Lon Decimal

Longitude: -74.9499699

Latitude: 43.6173166

:

‘E] Upload New Photos

General Information

Observation ID

Common Name

Scientific Name

Entry Person

Do not use special symbols in text boxes. Only letters, numbers, and characters found on common keyboards are accepted.

[ Japanese Knotweed, Japanese Bamboo

: Fallopia j. ica var. j
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Documented Knotweed in
Blackriver Watershed
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Questions?

» NYSDEC Invasive Species Awareness Week
» July 8t - July 14th

» Photo -Town of Webb
» Palisades Rd
» Nov. 19, 2017

AL

N0 Tahe gt
W e
L N M E




